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Community observes 
Memorial Day holiday 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


For the first time in memo- 
ry, residents of Hampden and 
Wilbraham, as with their coun- 
terparts throughout the nation, 





Staff at the Wilbraham Town Office Building dacaiated the window 
facing Springfield Street in time for the Memorial Day holiday. TIMES 
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observed the Memorial Day hol- 
iday as individuals in their own 


unique ways. 


Main Street in Hampden, 
normally a sea of families from 


throughout the area waving flags 
and gathering for various craft 
and vendor sales, was as quiet 
as any other Monday morning, 
with no parade to honor the fall- 
en soldiers as a community. And 
Wilbraham’s Crane Park, which 
features the town’s war memo- 
rials, was a similar quiet scene 
this year, as Director of Veteran 
Services Jered Sasen opted not 
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to coordinate a public gathering 


this year. 


Both decisions were the re- 
sult of the novel coronavirus, 
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Te Hampden VFW Post 9397 are Guard fires off a gun salute in honor of fallen =aldlere ree a 
private ceremony at the post May 25. TIMES PHOTO COURTESY LAURA GRIMALDI 


that forced many businesses and 
government offices to shut their 
doors to the public, and that have 
now only just begun to slowly 
re-open. 

While there were no public 
observances of the nation’s most 
solemn holiday that honors the 
men and women who died in 
uniform while serving the U.S. 
military, as Sasen told The Times 
previously, “You can’t just can- 


2 interview for building inspector 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


WILBRAHAM -—-_ With 
Building Inspector Lance Trev- 
allion set to retire, the search is 
on to find a replacement. 

Two finalists met virtually 
with the Board of Selectmen — 
Chairman Susan Bunnell, Rob- 
ert Russell and Robert Boilard 
— during the May 18 meeting 
using the web-based confer- 
encing software GoToMeeting. 
Selectmen interviewed John 
Walsh Jr., of Wilbraham, and 
William Cantell, of Brimfield. 

Walsh said he has been in 
the building services industry 
for 40 years and has an under- 
standing of all aspects of the 
industry. 

“T’m very committed to the 
town of Wilbraham,” he said. 

Unfortunately, due to audio 
quality issues with his con- 
nection, most of his responses 
to the selectmen were not un- 
derstandable. One answer that 
was, however, was in response 
to Boilard’s question regarding 
his biggest challenge he ex- 
pects to face in the next five to 
10 years. 

“Figuring out the bylaws,” 
Walsh said, noting the posi- 


tion’s responsibility as zoning 
enforcement officer. He added 
that the present state of affairs 
with the novel coronavirus 
presents its own set of chal- 
lenges, as well. 

Cantell currently holds the 
building inspector title in his 
home community of Brimfield, 
as well as part time inspector 
positions in Wales. He has been 
self-employed for more than 
30 years, roughly 25 of those 
in the residential construction 
industry. Before taking the po- 
sition in Wales, he was the local 
inspector in the town of South- 
bridge. 

“Wilbraham would be a 
great step up,” he said of the 
position. 

Bunnell asked if a two fam- 
ily home in town were to have 
one side completely gutted to 
the studs, would it have to come 
up to the full code compliance 
regarding smoke detection. 

Cantell said his belief was 
that substantial construction 
kicks in at roughly 40 per- 
cent, however, his focus until 
now has been on single family 
homes and those above three 
families and he would check 
the building code before mak- 
ing any ruling. 

“T wouldn’t say unilaterally 


yes or no without seeing what 
the book says,” he said. 

Russell asked if there were 
any codes he would change. 
Cantell answered that there are 
lot of aspects that could change 
with the codes and that they 
do go through regular reviews 
and updates. He said he felt the 
codes were mostly good, but 
would like to see more codes 
clearly defined and less open 
to interpretation, which makes 
some work confusing for con- 
tractors. 

Cantell said should he get 
the job he would step down 
from his post in Brimfield, but 
would like to give his home- 
town time to find a replace- 
ment. He also said he would 
likely remain in Wales, as the 
position there is less time con- 
suming. 

“T strive to be the guy that 
you want to call,’ Cantell said 
about being an inspector. “T 
strive to find the common 
ground, as long as it meets the 
code.” 

Selectmen did not make a 
decision May 18, as they were 
unanimous in their desire to 
carefully weigh their options. 
The next meeting of the Board 
is scheduled for Monday, June 2. 


cel a day; you can’t postpone 
Memorial Day because of its 
significance.” 

He initiated a campaign for 
residents to decorate their doors 
and windows in town with red, 
white and blue colors, stars and 
stripes, and messages of grat- 
itude in keeping with the sol- 
emn tradition. The campaign 
launched May 18 and continues 
through the end of the month. 


Those who participate are asked 
to post pictures to the Wilbraham 
Veteran Services Facebook page 
or to email pictures to hime di- 
rectly at jsasen@ wilbraham-ma. 
gOV. 

In Hampden, the VFW Post 
9397 held a private ceremony at 
their Main Street headquarters, 
firing a gun salute to the fallen 


Please see MEMORIAL, page 10 





A screenshot of the sraniogal Hampden selectmen heard from 
engineering firm Fuss & O’Neill highlights the possible redesign of 
the Allen Street, East Longmeadow and Wilbraham Road intersection 
as well as the Main Street and Somers Road intersection. Both 
feature high crash rates and would qualify for state TIP Program 
funding. 


Selectmen hear pitches for Green 
Communities, infrastructure 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


HAMPDEN -— In the next 
few years, those driving through 
town might notice some striking 
differences. 

Eyeing safety improvements 
and potential grant opportuni- 
ties, the Board of Selectmen met 
with three separate consultant 
groups May 18, each offering 
various funding sources or repair 
programs for which the town 


qualifies. 

The program that would 
make the most visible and last- 
ing change is the state’s Trans- 
portation Improvement Program, 
which would cover the redesign 
of the two biggest intersections 
in town, should the town wish to 
enter the program. According to 
representatives from the Spring- 
field office of the engineering 
firm Fuss & O’Neill, who are 


Please see HAMPDEN, page 7 
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B® NEWS ABOUT TOWN 
Election ballot set in Hampden, Wilbraham 


By Tyler S. Witkop 
Staff Writer 


In a little less than a month, 
voters in Hampden and Wilbraham 
will take to the ballot to elect their 
local government officials in the 
annual town elections. 

Due to the novel coronavirus 
pandemic, both towns moved their 
elections following action by the 
state Legislature. Wilbraham’s 
election will take place Saturday, 
June 20 at Minnechaug Regional 
High School, 621 Main St. for all 
precincts. Hampden voters will 
take to the polls Monday, June 22 
at the Town House, 625 Main St. 

In Wilbraham, there are two 
contested races — selectman and 
School Committee — and 11 total 
candidates on the ballot. No candi- 
dates returned paperwork running 
for a seat on the Water Commis- 
sion. 

The selectman’s race features 
Democratic Caucus nominee Rob- 
ert Tourville, who serves on the 
town’s Broadband Advisory Com- 
mittee, against Finance Commit- 
tee Chairman Carolyn Brennan, 
the Republican Caucus nominee. 
Current Selectmen Chairman Su- 
san Bunnell, whose position is 
up for election, announced earlier 
this year she would not be seeking 
re-election. 

Running for Wilbraham’s rep- 
resentative on the Hampden-Wil- 
braham Regional School Com- 
mittee are incumbents Patrick 
Kiernan, the current chairman and 


running without a party affiliation, 
and Sherrill Caruana, the Demo- 
cratic Caucus nominee. Joining the 
race is former School Committee 
member D. John McCarthy, who 
received the Republican Caucus 
nomination. 

The other candidates on the 
ballot are: 

Assessor — John M. Wesolows- 
ki 

Cemetery Commissioner — 
Wilfred R. Renaud Jr. 

Library Trustee (vote for no 
more than two) — Linda Maria 
Dagradi and Cheryl A. Wesolows- 
ki 


Planning Board — _ Tracey 
Plantier 

Housing Authority — Peter 
Noel Manolakis 


Hampden 

In Hampden, the only contest- 
ed race is for that of selectman. In- 
cumbent John D. Flynn, who has 
served on the board since 2005, 
will face Michael P. Allegrezza. 

The other candidates for elec- 
tion are: 

Assessor (two-year term) — 
Jason J. Barroso 

Assessor (three-year term) — 
Robert C. Makuch 

School Committee — Maura A. 
Ryan 

Library Trustee -— Beth E. 
Burger 

Cemetery Commission — Cyn- 
thia L. Connors 

Parks Commissioner (one- 
year term) — Daniel Slattery 
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Parks Commissioner (three- 
year term; vote for no more than 
two) — Eric C. Jacobson and Carrie 
L. Joseph 

Moderator — Richard R. Green 

Housing Authority — Deanna 


A. Vermette 
Planning Board — Philip 
Schneider 
Absentee Ballots 


Absentee and early vote by 
mail ballots are now available in 
both towns. A request in writing 1s 
required for obtaining an absentee 
or early by mail ballot. An applica- 
tion to request an absentee or early 
vote ballot can be found online. 

Hampden Town Clerk Eva 
Wiseman notes that those sending 
written requests via email should 
send a scanned copy of their sig- 
nature. 

The deadline for absentee/early 
ballots is noon Friday, June 19 in 
Wilbraham and 5 p.m. Thursday, 
June 18 in Hampden. For more 
information call Wilbraham Town 
Clerk Carole Tardif at 596-2800, 
ext. 200 or Wiseman at 566-2151, 
ext. 105. 

All Wilbraham residents are 
asked to wear mask, maintain six 
feet o separation between others 
and bring their own pens if going 
to polls to vote. 

Those wishing to change their 
party or to register to vote may do 
so by June 12 online at registerto- 
votema.com or by visiting hamp- 
denma.gov or wilbraham-ma.gov. 
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Farmer Awards marks 70 
new infrastructure projects 


AGAWAM -— At an essential time for local farmers, a 
group of community philanthropic leaders and businesses 
have come together to fund the Local Farmer Awards for 
the sixth year in a row. More than 70 farmers in Western 
Massachusetts received checks of up to $2,500 for farm 
infrastructure improvements and equipment. All in all, this 
year’s Local Farmer Awards totaled $157,500. 

Over the past five years, the Local Farmer Awards have 
provided nearly $750,000 to support local growers. These 
projects help farmers expand their businesses, compete in 
the marketplace, and continue to provide the health and en- 
vironmental benefits of local farming. As COVID-19 caus- 
es farmers to lose large customers such as restaurants and 
schools, the need for assistance is greater than ever. 

Among the awards recipients this year is Stony Hill 
Farm, LLC, of Wilbraham, who received funds for a Jang 
seeder. 

Local Farmer Award funders have come together be- 
cause they recognize the importance of investing in local 
farms. They include the Harold Grinspoon Charitable Foun- 
dation in partnership with Big Y along with Ann and Steve 
Davis, Charles and Elizabeth D’Amour, HP Hood LLC, 
Farm Credit East, PeoplesBank, Baystate Health, Eastern 
States Exposition, and others. 

“Now more than ever, our local farmers and their farms 
are an intrinsic and crucial part of our communities. We rec- 
ognize their growing need for assistance,” Big Y President 
and CEO Charles D’ Amour said. “For nearly 85 years, Big 
Y has been proud to support hardworking farmers and their 
families, and during this time we are pleased to partner with 
the Harold Grinspoon Charitable Foundation to provide one 
more way to help our local growers thrive.” 

The Local Farmer Awards team notes that farmers are 
showing creativity and resilience in these challenging times 
by shifting how and where they sell their products. 

Berkshire Grown and Community Involved in Sustain- 
ing Agriculture (CISA), both advocates for farming and ag- 
riculture, have provided guidance for this program since its 
inception. A farmer celebration event will be held in late 
fall 2020 to recognize all applicants and promote local ag- 
riculture. 
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TIMES PHOTOS BY DAVID MILES 
Frank Gencarelli (center) owner of the Village Store & Cafe in Wilbraham, delivers 
fresh-made lunches to Rotary Club members Tyler Witkop (left) and Zbigniew “Joe” 
Kielczewski, club president May 21. The Rotary Club purchased and delivered 50 
sandwich wraps for the police and fire departments in Hampden and Wilbraham as a 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


thank you for their work during the current public health emergency. 








for service, 


One hometown service club made ? 
actionable difference in the daily routine 
of the towns’ public safety departments, 
out of thanks for their important work 
during the current public health emergen- 
cy during the novel coronavirus pandemic. 

Zbigniew “Joe” Kielczewski, president 
of the Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club, 
and Tyler Witkop, a club director, deliv- 
ered fresh-made lunches to the police and 
fire departments of Hampden and Wilbra- 
ham Thursday, May 21. The lunches were 
made that morning by the Village Store & 
Cafe in Wilbraham, and owner Frank Gen- 
carelli. 

That morning, Gencarelli prepared 50 
sandwich wraps, salads and more, which 
the two club members personally deliv- 
ered to the public safety departments in 
appreciation for their efforts combating 
COVID-19 and all emergencies on a daily 
basis. 


Club says ‘thank you’ 


safety 


Since mid-April, Gencarelli has so- 
licited community donations through the 
crowdfunding site GoFundMe, for his 
fundraiser “Lunches for Western Mass 
First Responders.” Individuals and organi- 
zations may contribute. Gencarelli makes 
50 wraps with pasta salads, cookies and 
more with $400 in donations, which cov- 
er his costs. Prior to the May 21 delivery, 
lunches had been delivered to Baystate 
and Mercy Medical centers, Cooley Dick- 
inson Hospital and even Westover Air Re- 
serve Base. 

Those looking to make donations or 
to find out more about the fundraiser may 
visit www.gofundme.com/f/lunches-for- 
western-mass-first-responders. 

To learn more about the Rotary Club 
or for membership inquiries, contact club 
Secretary Brad Sperry at 413-537-4171. 


Hampden receives $24,000 in 
Community Compact grants 


HAMPDEN -— The town of Hampden 
is the recipient of two Community Com- 
pact grants through the Massachusetts 
Department of Revenue, which will assist 
in govern- 
ment trans- 
parency and 
employee 
retention. 

The first 
grant, in the 
amount of 
$7,300, will 
fund the in- 
stallation of 
the  Clear- 
Gov budget 
transpar- 
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ency software. ClearGov will help town 
officials and residents know in detail how 
the town spends its money. The software 
will also allow for expenditure compari- 
sons with communities across the com- 
monwealth by individual department. 

Additionally, the town will receive 
$17,000 to fund a comprehensive review 
of the town’s employee job classification 
and compensation system, including an 
update of all job descriptions. The town 
has contracted with the Collins Institute at 
the University of Massachusetts-Boston 
to perform the study, which will clarify 
job responsibilities and ensure competi- 
tive compensation to both attract and re- 
tain top candidates and employees. 


YMCA offering child care 
for responders 


WILBRAHAM - In response to the COVID-19 pan- 
demic, the YMCA of Greater Springfield is now offering 
emergency services to those assisting in the public health 


Emergency child care services are now available to first 
responders, hospital staff and other responders at the Early 
Learning Center at 35 Post Office Park in Wilbraham and 
the North End Outreach Center in Springfield. For more 
information, contact the Youth Development Center at 739- 
6955 or email youthinfo @ springfieldy.org. 

Additionally, all community members may access home 
workout videos and children’s activities from their home 
computer at www.springfieldy.org. 

For more information or to suggest other ways to assist 
the community, call 596-2749 or email scanticvalleyy @ 
springfieldy.org. 








Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club members Tyler Witkop (left) and Zbigniew 
Kielczewski (right) deliver 15 sandwich wraps with all of the fixings May 21 to 
Wilbraham police officers Sgt. Shawn Baldwin, Capt. Timothy Kane and Officer Thomas 
Motyka. The wraps were made that morning by the Village Store & Cafe. 





Wilbraham-Hampden Rotary Club members Tyler Witkop (left) and President Zbigniew 
Kielczewski deliver sandwich wraps, salads and cookies to the Hampden Police 
Department May 21, in appreciation for their efforts keeping the community safe 
during the current COVID-19 pandemic. The club delivered a total of 50 meals split 
between the police and fire departments of both towns. At the time of the Hampden 
delivery, all of the crews were out on a medical call. 
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Valentino J. Scatolini _ B= 


(1928-2020) 


Valentino J. Scatolini passed 
away Thursday, May 14, 2020. He 
was born in Springfield on Feb. 14, 
1928 to Gulio and Emma (Brendi- 
ni) Scatolini. He was the last mem- 
ber of his family that included five 
sisters, all of whom lived in the 
Springfield area. Val was a gradu- 
ate of Technical High School and 
served in the U.S. Army during 


World War II. Val was the found- 


er of the Val J. Scatolini Insurance 
Company in 1962 which is still a 
family-owned business. He also 
was a Springfield Police Officer and 
retired in 1983 after 31 years of ser- 
vice. During his career, he was part 
of a security detail for presidential 
candidate John F. Kennedy when he 
visited Springfield. He also was one 


of two officers injured in the Win- 
chester Square riots in the 1960s but 


returned to work after a lengthy recovery. 

During his retirement, Val enjoyed 
many years in Florida where he spent 
his winters in the North Lauderdale area. 
While in Florida, he worked as a secu- 
rity and parking lot attendant for the 








Death 
Notices 


Scatolini, Valentino J. 
Died May 14, 2020 
Funeral Services 
were private 
Forastiere Family 
Funeral & Cremation 


Val was predeceased 
by his wife Myra. He is 
survived by his son, Bill 
Scatolini (Tracy); his 
daughter, Carol Scatolini 
(Pat Gardner); son, Steven 
Scatolini (Lauren); and 
nephew, Frank Pugliano 
(Rose); as well as three 
granddaughters Mia, Jenna 
and Ava Scatolini; numer- 
ous nieces and nephews, 
and the mother of his chil- 
dren, Patricia Tiberio. Besides his wife 
and parents, his sisters also predeceased 
Valentino: Bianca, Louisa, Eda, Yolanda 
and Eleanor. 

Due to the current climate of public 
gatherings, services were held privately 
and Val’s burial took place in St. Mi- 
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Learn the signs of stroke during 
awareness month 


SPRINGFIELD -— When _ Stroke 
Awareness Month comes around each 
May, the message remains the same. 

But, it’s an important message that 
bears repeating because not everyone 
heeds the warning: the sooner you seek 
care, the better your chances for survival 
and minimal disability, if any. 

“Time is crucial and the longer you 
wait, the more damage occurs to your 
brain cells,” said Dr. Rajiv Padmanabhan 
of the Department of Neurology at Bay- 
state Medical Center. 

“If you or someone you know may 
be having a stroke, it’s important to rec- 
ognize the signs by remembering the 
acronym B. E. F.A.S.T. : B stands for 
balance (abnormal or loss), E stands for 
eye-vision loss/double vision, F stands 
for face drooping, A stands for arm 
weakness, S stands for speech difficul- 
ty and T stands for time to call 911,” he 
added. 

Better stroke outcomes begin with 
stroke recognition, and calling 911 im- 
mediately can make a difference. Yet, 
calling 911 within one hour of symp- 
toms is done in fewer than 50 percent 
of stroke cases and only 53 percent of 
stroke patients used emergency medical 


According to a study that was pub- 
lished online as a letter to the editor in 
the New England Journal of Medicine, 
the number of people seeking stroke 
treatment dropped 39 percent in two 
weeks from late March through ear- 
ly April — as stay-at-home orders were 
implemented nationwide — compared to 
pre-pandemic levels. 

Stroke is the fifth leading cause of 
death in the United States, but the risk 
of having a stroke varies with race and 
ethnicity. About 795,000 people in the 
United States have a stroke each year, 
killing 140,000 Americans. And, stroke 
is the leading cause of adult long-term 
disability. 

People can experience various dis- 
abilities after suffering a stroke. The 
damage depends on the part of the brain 
affected and the timing of the treatment. 
Therapists — including physical, occu- 
pational and speech therapists — aim to 
speed recovery and improve function. 
Common disabilities after stroke can 
include loss of balance or coordination, 
speech loss, vision loss, and weakness 
or numbness of one part of the body. In 
the long term, some people experience 
movement problems, pain, numbness, 


Winterhaven Red Sox. He enjoyed all 
professional sports, especially baseball 
and football. He loved music, especially 
singing and dancing. His voice could be 
heard at many gatherings where he sang 
his favorite tunes to family and friends. 
He adored his dog Maggie who was his 
companion to the very end. He could be 


services in the nation. 

Two million brain cells die every 
minute during a stroke — which occurs 
when blood vessels carrying oxygen to 
the brain are either blocked by a blood 
clot or rupture — increasing one’s risk of 
permanent brain damage, disability or 


chael’s Cemetery. A memorial mass will 
be in the future at St. Cecilia’s Church. 
Donations may be made in Valentino’s 
memory to Heartland Hospice Services 
of Broward, 150 S. Pine Island Road, 
Suite 540, Plantation, FL 33324. To 
leave a memory or condolences for the 


thinking problems, speaking problems 
or memory loss. Some also have emo- 
tional problems and depression. 
According to Padmanabhan, depend- 
ing on the patient’s condition, stroke re- 
habilitation would begin as soon as pos- 
sible, optimally within the first few days. 


seen walking Maggie in his neighbor- 
hood or having her sit on his lap in his 


home. 
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CLUES ACROSS 

1. Common request 

5. Department in France 

10. Fungi cells 

14. Famed inventor 

15. Hillsides 

16. Cold wind 

17.La__ Tar Pits, 
Hollywood 

18. Resembling a 
doddering old woman 

19. Geological periods 

20. Assists 

22. Comedienne Gasteyer 

23. Jewish spiritual leader 

24, English soccer club 

27. Body art 

30. No (Scottish) 

31. Clumsy person 

32. Swiss river 

35. Belittled 

37. Luxury car 

38. Single sheet of glass in 
a window 

39. Monetary units 

40. Supervises flying 
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41. Indian term of respect 

42. Breezed through 

43. The bill in a restaurant 

44. Flower cluster 

45. Moved quickly 

46. Shooters need to do it 

47. High schoolers’ test 

48. Split pulses 

49. Salts 

92. Breaking Bad actor 
__ Paul 

55. Set ablaze 

56. Semitic Sun god 

60. Nervous system cells 

61. Tourist destination 
Buenos 

63. A way to bind 

64. Behave uncontrollably 

65. Feels concern 

66. Sportscaster Andrews 

67. Subway dwellers 

68. Astrological aspect 

69. You may take one 


CLUES DOWN 
1. Swedish rock group 
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2. serbian 

3. Away from wind 

4. Actor Oliver 

5. Helps little firms 

6. Intricately decorative 
7. American state 

8. Type of tumor 


36. Unhappy 

37. Gateway (Arabic) 

38. Fundraising political 
group (abbr.) 

40. Well-known 

41. Satisfies 

43.‘ death do us part 

9. Midway between east 44. Jailhouse informant 
and southeast 46. French river 

10. On a line at right angles 47.A cotton fabric with a 
to a ship’s length satiny finish 

11. Fruit of the service tree 49. Drenches 

12. Grouch 50. Clouds 

13. Romanian city 51. Companies need to 

21. Units of loudness make them 

23. British Air Aces 52. Created from seaweed 

25. Small amount 53. One’s school: mater 

26. Hem’s partner 54. A type of act 

2/. Turkic people 5/7. Member of Russian 

28. Member of the banana people 
family 98. Neutralizes alkalis 

29. Liam Neeson franchise 59. Monetary unit 

32. Expressed pleasure 61. Play a role 

33. Inward-directed part of 62. Midway between south 
psyche and southeast 

34. Insurgent 


death. That’s why it is extremely import- 
ant to be able to recognize stroke symp- 
toms, because the drug t-PA, or tissue 
plasminogen activator, may help reduce 
the impact of an ischemic stroke (result- 
ing from an obstruction within a blood 
vessel supplying blood to the brain) if it 
is administered within the first few hours 
of the initial stroke. 

Earlier is better, however, and the 
best results are within the first 90 min- 
utes from stroke onset. 

Padmanabhan noted he is concerned 
by an alarming rate of people recogniz- 
ing they may be having a stroke, but are 
still delaying care because of the fear of 
contracting COVID-19. 


“The goal is to achieve greater inde- 
pendence resulting in a better quality of 
life for our patients. We know they have 
preferences and we offer a customized 
care plan for their rehabilitation,” he said 

The good news is that most strokes 
can be prevented by treating your risk 
factors such as high blood pressure and 
others, as well as leading a healthy life- 
style, noted Padmanabhan. 

“It is very important to identify your 
risk factors and manage these conditions 
with assistance from your primary care 
physician,” he said 

For more information on Baystate 
Health and its stroke services, visit bay- 
statehealth.org 


Urgent Care offering antibody testing 


WILBRAHAM — Antibody testing 
for the novel coronavirus is now avail- 
able at Urgent Care of Wilbraham, the 
facility announced. 

The facility has instituted safety pro- 
tocols including pre-screening, online 
registration, restricted facility access and 
ongoing disinfection measures. 

“In these uncertain times, patients are 
looking for safe options to obtain medi- 
cal care and to learn whether they have 





had exposure to the novel coronavirus,” 
said Dr. Rock-Jean Guillaume, owner 
and medical director. “Our COVID-19 
antibody test will allow patients to know 
if they have developed antibodies and an 
immune response.” 

Pre-registration is required and may 
be scheduled online at www.urgentcare- 
ofwilbraham.com. For more informa- 
tion, call the facility at 599-3800. 
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CUSTOM & TRADITIONAL DESIGNS 


Randalls Farm & Greenhouse 


631 Center Street, Ludlow 


589-7071 ~ www.randallsfarm.net 


LUDLOW MEMORIAL COMPANY INC. 


Celebrating over 60 Years in Business ~ The Trusz Family 


TAKING SPRING ORDERS 


Ludlow, Springfield, East Longmeadow, Wilbraham, Longmeadow 


Foundation Orders 


Lettering * Monument Cleaning 


201 East St., Ludlow, MA 01056 * www.ludlowmemorialcompany.com 





413-589-7564 Office 


413-589-7588 Fax 


413-531-5360 
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Church takes steps 
for clean water 


HAMPDEN - Together with more than 20,000 other 
virtual participants, members of Bethlehem Church unit- 
ed to make a difference in the world for those without 
access to vital clean water resources. 

The church, and other global participants, conducted 
their virtual walks as part of World Vision’s annual 6K 
for water Saturday, May 16. Bethlehem’s members and 
friends walked or ran 6 kilometers to help provide clean 
water for those without it — 6 kilometers being the aver- 
age distance those in developing countries, often wom- 
en and children, have to walk to gather clean water for 
drinking, cooking and cleaning. 

The $50 registration fee for each participant provides 
clean water for one child, for a lifetime. 

Everyone, no matter age or fitness level was encour- 
aged to participate. So many are home and this offered 
a fun outdoor activity while meeting a great need,” said 
Sean Cooney, co-organizer of the event. “Team Bethle- 
hem had over 70 walkers and raised $3,900 for World 
Vision.” 

Originally, the event was to take place at Bethlehem 
Church, 123 Allen St. in Hampden, where organizers 
measured out the walk around the church property. Four 
laps would have satisfied the 6K, but the plan changed in 
order to practice social distancing. All participants gath- 
ered with family in their own neighborhoods or in small 
groups where they could spread out. 

One group hiked Rice’s Nature Preserve in Wilbra- 
ham, one extended family walked in Forest Park, and oth- 
ers found a route that allowed the youngest participants 
to safely enjoy a stroller ride. Miriam Maberry, Bethle- 
hem’s communication director, chose to complete a solo 
sunset hike. 

Donations are still being accepted for World Vision 
6K for Clean Water. To do so, visit bit.ly/WorldVision6k 
to make a tax-deductible donation. 

For more information about Bethlehem Church, call 
566-5572 or visit bethlehemhampden.org. 
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The Rev. Brian MacLeod of Bethlehem Church, and his 
wife Sue, of Hampden, pose after completing a virtual 
walk as part of the World Vision 6K for Water May 16. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 





The Cooney and Leblanc families stop for a picture after 
completing their 6K walks for clean water. TIMES PHOTO 
SUBMITTED 


State implements pandemic unemployment 
compensation through CARES Act 








BOSTON — The Baker-Polito 
Administration recently announced 
that Massachusetts residents who 
are eligible for the federal CARES 
Act and qualify for having exhaust- 
ed their regular unemployment com- 
pensation may now receive the new 
Pandemic Emergency Unemploy- 
ment Compensation. 

The launch of this program marks 
the third and final benefit available 
for the commonwealth through the 
CARES Act. 

PEUC provides up to 13 addition- 
al weeks of benefits to an individual 
who has exhausted all rights to any 
regular unemployment compensa- 
tion and who meets other eligibility 
requirements of the CARES Act. 
PEUC will automatically begin for 
individuals who have been receiv- 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each 
advertiser is re- 
quested to check 


ing regular standard unemployment 
benefits on an active claim and those 
benefits are exhausted, and those 
individuals do not have to take any 
further action. 

If an individual’s standard un- 
employment claim has expired, they 
must file a new standard claim. If the 
individual is monetarily eligible on 
the new standard claim, regardless 
of the benefit rate amount, they will 
receive benefits from that new claim. 
Otherwise, the individual will be el- 
igible for PEUC on the prior claim 
and it will be automatically imple- 
mented. 

Individuals who exhausted their 
standard benefits but were receiv- 
ing benefits through Pandemic Un- 
employment Assistance must apply 
to claim weekly benefits. Residents 
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should apply through the standard 
unemployment benefits portal on- 
line. 

Those receiving PEUC will also 
receive $600 weekly through the 
week ending July 25, 2020, provided 
by the Federal Pandemic Unemploy- 
ment Compensation (FPUC) pro- 
gram established by the CARES Act. 

The CARES Act signed into law 
on March 27, established the PEUC, 
PUA and FPUC public benefit pro- 
grams that expanded unemployment 
eligibility, temporarily increases 
weekly benefits for all claimants and 
allows additional categories of peo- 
ple to claim unemployment benefits. 

More information about Pandem- 
ic Emergency Unemployment Com- 
pensation can be found at mass.gov/ 
peuc. 
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Recent police activity 
in Wilbraham 


WILBRAHAM - The Wilbraham Police Depart- 
ment released information on recent police activity 
reported by Capt. Timothy Kane. Those arrested or 
summonsed will appear in court at a future date and 
are innocent until proven guilty. 


May 15 
At 9:23 a.m., Jacob Pelletier, 21, of Wilbraham, 
turned himself in at the Wilbraham Police Department. 
He had a traffic warrant and was arrested and booked 
at the station. 


May 24 

At 9:24 p.m., a Wilbraham police officer noticed 
a black Ford Fusion failing to stay within its marked 
lane. This occurred several times while traveling east- 
bound on Boston Road. A traffic stop ensued and the 
operator, Devin Cave, 23, of Warren was given field 
sobriety tests and was soon after arrested for operating 
under the influence of liquor. 


Scholarship 
Foundation extends 
raffle deadline 


WILBRAHAM - Community members have more 
time to return their tickets for one of several prizes, 
with proceeds supporting college scholarships to stu- 
dents residing in Hampden and Wilbraham. 

The Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation 
announced the deadline to return tickets for their an- 
nual raffle has been extended to Sunday, May 31. The 
drawing will take place at 7 p.m. Monday, June | via 
Facebook Live. 

Due to the current situation in regards to COVID-19, 
the Scholarship Foundation announced they will not 
be able award the Boston Red Sox tickets this year. 

Minnechaug Regional High School students in the 
National Honor Society, Key Club and Lumberjack 
Club assisted the Scholarship Foundation March 7 by 
preparing more than 7,000 pieces of mail to be sent to 
all residents of Hampden and Wilbraham. The mail- 
ings included tickets for the raffle. 

The annual raffle is the largest fundraiser for the 
Wilbraham-Hampden Scholarship Foundation, help- 
ing to award more than $45,000 to graduating seniors 
in the two towns. 

Those who have not received tickets or who would 
like more tickets should contact the Wilrbaham-Hamp- 
den Scholarship Foundation through email at info@ 
Wilbraham-HampdenScholarshipFoundation.org. 
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The Library Loft 


Schoolhouse Commons Historical Center * 1085 Park Street, Palmer 


We are celebrating our 
20th year at the Schoolhouse Commons. 
Thanks to our wonderful ‘friends,’ volunteers and patrons. 
Hours: 
Tues. 1Oam- 4pm * Wed. 10am - 4pm Thurs, 10am - 4pm 
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ROBERTS ROOFS 
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Tel. 413-283-4395 
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Fri. 1Oam-4pm ° Sat. 10am - 4pm 


HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE 


Book donations will be accepted at the Falmer Public 
Library or the Library Loft during open hours. 
Please, no magazines or Reader's Digest Condensed Books. 
We accept books only in good, clean condition. 


For more information call 283-3330 ext. 100 
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B® VIEWPOINTS 
SOCIAL SECURITY MATTERS 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


‘Earnings Test’ and ‘Registering’ with Social Security 


By Russell Gloor 
Guest Columnist 


Dear Rusty: Does tax filing status matter 
when calculating how much you can earn with- 
out a reduction in your monthly Social Security 
payout? My wite and I have filed a joint income 
tax return for years. My wife is working and I’m 
62 and wondering — if I start drawing SS, does 
the earnings limit only relate to what I earn, or 
does it include what my wife earns as well? Is 
the earnings limit tied to our IRS filing status? I 
need to know if I should file my taxes as a single 
to be sure my wife’s earnings are not combined 
with mine to affect my Social Security payment. 

Also, I’ve read that it’s recommended to 
register online with SS if you’re 62. As I under- 
stand it, this should be done even if one’s not 
intending to start benefits yet. Is this true? What 
are the benefits for doing this? Does it make 
for a quicker start of payments once the elec- 
tion to start benefits 1s made? Would it help my 
wife should I die prior to starting my benefits? 
Signed: Wondering 

Dear Wondering: Income tax filing status 
doesn’t matter when it comes to determining if 
your earnings from work exceed Social Securi- 
ty “earnings limit.” If you collect SS before you 
reach your full retirement age, your wife’s earn- 
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By Lou Scungio 
May 16, 2020 





ings from working will not be counted toward 
your personal SS earnings limit. The earnings 
test looks only at your personal earnings and, if 
you exceed the limit, SS will take back some of 
your benefits. But only your personal earnings 
— as reported on your W-2 or Self-Employment 
tax return — count. If you’re not working, then 
your Social Security benefits will not be affected 
by the earnings test, even if you file a joint re- 
turn which has an Adjusted Gross Income which 
is more than the annual earnings limit because 
your wife works. 

As for your second question: it is not nec- 
essary, nor would it gain you any advantage, to 
“register” with Social Security before you are 
ready to claim your benefits. Indeed, Social Se- 
curity does not even provide you with a way to 
do that. What they do provide is a way for you to 
create your own personal “My Social Security” 
online account, which gives you access to all of 
the online features provided by the Social Se- 
curity Administration, including allowing you to 
apply for your benefits online (the fastest way to 
claim) whenever you’re ready to do that. 

Having an online SS account doesn’t provide 
you with any benefit advantage, but it allows you 
to monitor your lifetime earnings record, get a 
replacement SS card if needed, and get esti- 
mates of your current and future Social Security 


benefits to help you decide when to claim. You 
can create your personal “My Social Security” 
account by going to www.ssa.gov/myaccount. 
They use a “two-factor” security process, which 
means you'll not only need to set up a password 
but also a second way to confirm your identity 
(usually via a code sent to a text-enabled cell- 
phone or your email account). But, even if you 
have this online account pre-established, your 
wife will still need to contact Social Security 
directly to claim her survivor benefit if you pre- 
deceased her. Survivor benefits must be applied 
for by the surviving spouse directly contacting 
Social Security. 


Russell Gloor is a certified Social Securi- 
ty adviser through the Association of Mature 
American Citizens. This column is intended for 
information purposes only and does not rep- 
resent legal or financial guidance. It presents 
the opinions and interpretations of the AMAC 
Foundation’s staff, trained and accredited by the 
National Social Security Association. NSSA and 
the AMAC Foundation and its staff are not af- 
filiated with or endorsed by the Social Security 
Administration or any other governmental enti- 
ty. To submit a question, visit amacfoundation. 
org/programs/social-security-advisory or email 
ssadvisor @ amacfoundation.org. 





Letters fo the Editor 


Wilbraham Library to experience phased re-opening 


Here we are in 2020 

lookin’ for a cure ... 

an’ with 20/20 vision 

do we feel secure? 

Is the way from this dark time 
within our vision range 

or are we lookin’ way too soon 
for this time to change? 

Will our view of life again 

be as it was before 

or will our future change to be 
a vision we abhor? 

Only time will tell, my friends. 
Keep searchin’ for a cure. 
Keep that vision lookin’ for 

a way we can endure. 


To the editor: 


Thank you to everyone for 
your patience during this chal- 
lenging time. Over the past few 
weeks, we have been receiving 
guidance from various govern- 
ing authorities regarding the 
restoration of library services. 
Although staff have had a very 
productive few weeks working 
from home, attending webinars, 
and exploring our databases, we 
are all looking forward to resum- 
ing traditional library services. 
Like many other industries, we 
plan on phasing in our services 
to the public, with the health and 
safety of our staff and patrons re- 
ceiving careful consideration for 
each stage. 

During the library’s _ first 
stage, beginning May 26, staff 
will be working in staggered 
shifts, Monday through Friday 
from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., to main- 
tain physical distancing within 
the building. The library building 
will not be open to the public. 
However, we hope offer “curb- 


side” pick up service and resume 
our outreach delivery service be- 
ginning June 1. 

Patrons will be able to call 
the library at 596-6141 or email 
reference @ wilbrahamlibrary. 
org to request materials. Patrons 
will be given a time frame in 
which they may drive to the side 
of the library building next to 
the library’s book drop. At that 
point, the patron will need to call 
the library from the car to alert 
staff that he or she has arrived. 
Staff will then place the bag of 
checked out materials on top of 
the book drop, and when staff 
have returned to the building, the 
patron will be able to collect the 
bag of materials. 

Staff and volunteers will also 
be resuming our outreach de- 
livery service, available to any 
home-bound resident, person or 
family who is unable to make 
use of curbside service for health 
reasons. Materials will need to 
be delivered in a manner that will 
avoid physical contact between 
the driver and the patron. 
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Although the public will 
not be able to access the library 
building, our WiFi will be avail- 
able in the library’s parking lot. 

The library will continue to 
offer a variety of programs vir- 
tually to the public through our 
website and social media pages. 
The Summer Reading Program 
will be offered for all ages with 
the Beanstack Tracker App that 
can be downloaded for both 10S 
and Android devices. 

We anticipate this stage 
lasting several weeks. At some 
point during this stage, the C/W 
MARS network and the Massa- 
chusetts Library System may re- 
sume inter-library loan delivery. 
The Board of Trustees will also 
be monitoring usage and staffing 
needs and will determine when 
evening and weekend hours may 
be restored. 

In the next stage, the library 
will begin to allow a limited 
number of people into the build- 
ing for pick up and drop off only. 
In order to minimize physical 
contact with staff, patrons will 
be encouraged to download the 
meeScan app to be able to check 
out their materials themselves us- 
ing their smartphone. Two oth- 
er self-check kiosks will also be 
available. The timeframe for the 
second stage will be determined 
by the Board of Trustees, with 
consideration of the evolving 
public health situation. 

Thank you again for your 
patience and your cooperation 
as we begin to restore our tradi- 
tional library services. Although 
it may take several months before 
we are able to “get back to nor- 
mal,’ we look forward to serv- 
ing you during all the upcoming 
stages and will announce any 
changes or additions to our ser- 
vices through our website, social 
media, and our community news- 
papers. 


Karen Demers, 
Executive Director 
Wilbraham Public Library 
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Editorial 
Policy 


Letters to the editor 
should be 350 words or less 
in length. No unsigned or 
anonymous opinions will be 
published. We require letter 
writers to include his or her 
town of residence and home 
telephone number. We must 
authenticate authorship pri- 
or to publication. We reserve 
the right to edit or withhold 
any submissions deemed to 
be libelous or contain un- 
substantiated allegations, 
personal attacks, defamation 
of character and offensive 
language. All unknown or 
alleged facts and quotations 
offered by the author need 
to cite credible, unbiased 
sources. Send letters to: 
Editor, Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den Times, 24 Water Street, 
Palmer, MA 01069, faxed to 
413-682-0013 or via e-mail to 
tyler@turley.com. The dead- 
line for submissions is Friday 
at noon. 


Correction Policy 

The TIMES will gladly 
correct factual errors that 
appear in this paper and 
can be substantiated. Cor- 
rections or clarifications will 
always appear on the edito- 
rial pages. To request a cor- 
rection, send information in 
an e-mail or mailed commu- 
nication to the editor at the 
above address listed above. 

The Wilbraham-Hamp- 
den TIMES is published ev- 
ery Thursday by Turley Pub- 
lications, Inc. One year out 
of town subscriptions are 
available at $45, out of state 
$50 by calling 800-824-6458 
Ext. 201. The deadline for 
submission of news material, 
letters to the editor and pho- 
tos is Monday at 12 p.m. The 
TIMES is not responsible for 
submitted photos. 
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Springfield Team Hope Walk goes virtual 


SPRINGFIELD — The Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island Chapter of the Hun- 
tington’s Disease Society of America an- 
nounced it will host the Springfield Virtual 
Team Hope Walk Saturday, May 30. Reg- 
istration is free. 

Team Hope is HDSA’s largest grass- 
roots fundraising event, which takes place 


HAMPDEN from page 1 


acting as consultants for the town, Hamp- 
den has never taken advantage of TIP 
funds, giving the town an advantage over 
many communities, and the project meets 
all criteria. 

Eric Bernardin, the firm’s regional busi- 
ness manager, and Nick Lapointe, senior 
transportation engineer, told the selectmen 
they would consider redesigning the inter- 
sections of East Longmeadow, Somers and 
Wilbraham roads and Allen Street, as well 
as Main Street and Somers Road. If the 
town chose to participate in the program, 
they said the project could take up to five 
years from application to completion. 

Lapointe said, based on previous work 
and the length of roads that would be in- 
volved, the estimated project cost would 
be roughly $4 million, with the town only 
responsible for the initial design work, with 
$8,000 for the planning. The trade-off, he 
said, is that while communities pay a lit- 
tle in the beginning, they typically receive 
awards up to 10 times greater and between 
$1 million and $10 million. 

“This is something that has been on 
the state’s radar, but the state doesn’t own 
that road — they have no skin in the game,” 
Lapointe said of the program. 

To qualify for TIP funding, he told se- 
lectmen a project must be on the list of 
roads for federal aid eligibility, improve 
regional mobility, improve safety and sup- 
port land use and economic development. 
Additionally, the program gives priority to 
those communities that don’t use much TIP 
funding, something Hampden has not done 
in more than 20 years. 

Lapointe, who noted he lives in the area 
and is familiar with both intersections, was 
struck with the fact that the intersection 
of Allen Street and Wilbraham, Somers 
and East Longmeadow roads is listed as a 
high crash location by the Pioneer Valley 
Planning Commission. According to his re- 
search, there have been more than 50 crash- 
es there in the last three years — crashes that 
had a police officer present and that gener- 
ated an accident report through the database 
of the Registry of Motor Vehicles. 

Since it is a multi-year ordeal, Select- 
man John D. Flynn asked whether the fund- 
ing would disappear prior to construction 


_ Looking to Buy or 
* Sell Your Home? 


in more than 100 cities across the country 
and raising more than $14 million since its 
inception in 2007. Thousands of families, 
friends and supporters walk to support the 
Society’s mission to improve the lives of 
those affected by Huntington’s disease. 
“The virtual walk in Springfield has 
the potential of being exciting,’ Kinser 


starting but after the town would be accept- 
ed into the program. According to Bernar- 
din, the actual construction start date might 
move around based on the annual project 
priorities and tiered ranking of projects 
throughout the state, but once a project is 
accepted into the program it will be funded 
to completion. 

Lapointe, addressing questioning from 
Selectman Mary Ellen Glover, said they 
would solicit feedback from residents as 
well, as “We do not want to bring a project 
forward that’s not supported,’ and noting 
their firm would work for Hampden, not the 
state’s Department of Transportation. 

No details were given as to the potential 
redesigns of the intersection as such work 
has not been done and selectmen made no 
decisions about participating in the pro- 
gram. Lapointe did estimate, should both 
intersections be redesigned, once construc- 
tion were to begin it would take roughly 18 
to 24 months. 


Municipal Vulnerability 

Following that presentation, Mary Mo- 
nahan and Steve Tyler approached the se- 
lectmen to explain the state’s Municipal 
Vulnerability Program and potential fund- 
ing to address issues with the bridges and 
culverts along Big and East brooks near the 
Laughing Brook Wildlife Sanctuary. 

Monahan said should the town be inter- 
ested in pursuing funding through the MVP 
program, the town would need to complete 
the application she has begun by June 1. Ty- 
ler noted that such funds at this stage would 
address the analysis of the issues and iden- 
tify the alternatives to address them. 

The grant funding is administered 
through the state’s Executive Office of En- 
ergy and Environmental Affairs and would 
cover planning costs at this stage. 

Selectmen were unanimous in their in- 
terest but wanted to hear from the Conserva- 
tion Commission before jumping into such 
a program. The issue was to be discussed at 
the May 26 meeting of the selectmen. 


Green Communities 
In other news, Mark Rabisky, western 
regional coordinator of the Green Commu- 
nities Division through the state’s Depart- 
ment of Energy Resources, met with se- 
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2020 UMass Amherst 
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Love Mom, Dad & Madison 


BUY DIRECT 
USDA INSP. 
SMOKED PORK PICNIC ..... @O% 


USDA INSP. HATFIELD SKINLESS & SHANKLESS Q 9 


HARDWOOD SMOKED WHOLE RAM 


USDA INSP. FROZEN FULLY COOKED BBQ 


ST. LOUIS SPARE RIBS..... ©4122 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


ROAST BEEF 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


DOMESTIC HAM 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


SWISS CHEESE 


USDA INSP SLICED IN OUR DELI 


ei@ 90meat.com 
SALE DATES: 5/28/20 - 6/3/20 


PEPPER JACK CHEESE 


We reserve the right to limit quantities. 


NEW EXTENDED HOURS: 


Thurs. 8-6 e Fri. 8-6 ¢ Sat. 8-3 


Cancelmo, event coordinator and Chapter 
board member, said. “Let’s see how cre- 
ative we can get.” 

A virtual walk is a real walk, but com- 
pleted on individual terms. Participants 
get to choose their course, like one’s own 
driveway, neighborhood or home tread- 
mill. 


lectmen to discuss the program and gauge 
Hampden’s interest in joining 271 commu- 
nities across the state to adopt the provi- 
sions, including the neighboring towns of 
Wilbraham and Monson. 

“Tm ready, willing and able to work 
with you throughout the process,” Rabisky 
said. “No one’s forcing this on anybody.” 

To become a Green Community, the 
town has to meet five criteria: adopt as of 
right siting for alternative energy genera- 
tion or manufacturing; adopt an expedited 
permitting process for such uses; create 
an energy reduction plan that would lower 
municipal energy use by 20 percent in five 
years; adopt a purchasing policy for fuel-ef- 
ficient, town-owned vehicles; and adopt the 
state’s stretch energy code. 

Once a municipality becomes a Green 
Community, it receives an initial designa- 
tion grant. After those funds have been ex- 











For more information, contact Cancel- 
mo at 413-265-5176 or email kcancelm@ 
springfieldcollege.edu. Registration and 
donation information is available online at 
hdsa.org/thwspringfield. 


pended, towns qualify for annual compet- 
itive grants of up to $200,000. Hampden’s 
estimated designation grant award — which 
is determined based on $125,000 plus a 
formula accounting for population and 
per-capita income — would be $130,000. 

Rabisky said that the stretch energy 
code applies only to new residential con- 
struction — not renovations, alterations or 
repairs — and new commercial costruction 
greater than 100,000 square feet or great- 
er than 40,000 square feet for conditioned 
spaces. The vehicle purchasing policy, 
he said, exempts large vehicles like DPW 
trucks, fire trucks and ambulances, as well 
as police cruisers. 

Selectmen were unanimous in their in- 
terest in further pursuing such funding and 
designation, but felt Building Inspector 
Wendel Hulburt and the Planning Board 
have to be involved in the discussion. 


T ROMBLEY 









ASS OC 


ATES 


Investment and Retirement Planning 









We Care About Our Clients. 


Established in 1965, we are an independent 
financial firm located in Wilbraham, MA. 
Throughout the pandemic, we have been 

















actively working with our clients to help 





stabilize their financial plans by making 
sound decisions that will benefit them in the 







long-term. If you need financial guidance, 







let us be a resource that you can count on. 







Mike Trombley, Owner, Retired MLB Player 
Barbara Trombley, Owner, CPA 








596-6992 | trombleyassociates.com 
85 Post Office Park, Suite 8524 | Wilbraham, MA 


Securities and advisory services offered through LPL Financial. 
A Registered Investment Advisor. Member FIN RA/ SIPC 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH BONELESS 


BEEF TENDERLOIN 
FREE 56% 


USDA INSP. 
FRESH AMERICAN 


LEG LAMB 
“3D 


USDA INSP. 
1 LB PKG 


Mon. - Wed. 8-4 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 
CHICKEN DRUMSTICK 


USDA INSP. FROZEN 


ee 


USDA INSP. QF FROZEN TALASSA 100/150 CT, 


COOKED & PEELED SHRIMP. > 
a Meat raters 


BUY DIRECT FOR 


90 AVOCADO STREET, SPRINGFIELD 413-737-1288 


Ny 1? eet A 


USDA INSP. FRESH BONELESS & SKINLESS 


ad 


mm, AOE 


=== SAVINGS ¢ SELECTION ¢ SERVICE 
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B A COMMUNITY GALLERY 





A cause for 
celebration... 


Alison Aucoin, of Wilbraham, 
is all smiles May 16 following 
an extra special birthday 
celebration. Family and 
friends gave her her own 
car parade to celebrate her 
ninth birthday, which took 
place May 20. How are you 
celebrating milestones in 
your family? Share your 
photos and tales with the 
editor at tyler@turley.com. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 










The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


bide 


Hello baby... 


Chris and Kim Ryan of 
Wilbraham welcomed the 
birth of their daughter Nell 
Avery Ryan on Dec. 8, 2019. 
She joins her big brother 
Jack. Maternal grandparents 
are Greg and Marty Lyman 

of Wilbraham. Paternal 
grandparents are Charlie and 
Gail Ryan, of Groton, Conn. 
Nell’s many aunts, uncles and 
cousins are thrilled to meet 
their newest family member. 
TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 









Heidi Pafumi 


Readers are encouraged to send in 
medium to high resolution photos 
for this page by e-mail to tyler@ 
turley.com or mail to TIMES, 24 
Water Street, Palmer, MA 01069. 

Please note that if you send us 
a photo of the Times in different 
parts of the world, please include 
a recognizable landmark in the 
background. Examples: 
Eiffel Tower; castle in Spain. 


Dream garden... 


The garden of Wilbraham gardener Joan Miles 
is coming into bloom with the beautiful, late 
spring weather. Care to share what's in your 


garden? Send your photos to tyler@turley.com. 


TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES 


Coloring up a smile... 


May 28, 2020 


WH 

































Hampden-Wilbraham Regional School District teachers from left Kyle Garron, 
supplies to families participating in the district’s meal delivery May 20 at Min 
district, Wilbraham-Hampden Academic Trust, Mile Tree PTO, the Gourlay Fun 


THIS PAGE IS BROUGHT TO YO 


The Summer Market is 


Homes are 
“With interest rates at an all- time low people ar 
With our experience we can |! 


Team 413 consistently ranks in the top 
Making them the agents with the n 


*“Per MLS | 


264 N Main St. Unit 22, East Longmeadow, M 
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Love, your older sister. 
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Send us in your announcements! 
Happy Birthdays, Anniversaries, etc. 


We will pick one each week to run here free of charge, please 
keep it to less than 50 words. Please send to tyler@turley.com 





Just hanging around.. ; 


Wilbraham photographer Craig Lareau took this 
picture of an owlet perched in a tree at Forest 
Park May 19. Are you wild for wildlife? Share your 
photos and tales with the editor at tyler@turley. 
com. TIMES PHOTO SUBMITTED 









While on a recent hike at Rice’s Nature Preserve in 
Wilbraham, Hampden resident Kathleen Witkop found 
several rocks with inspirational messages like this that 


Julia Max, Alyson Smith, Jennifer Zera and Deborah Sacon hand out art reads, “I went for a walk in the woods and came back 

nechaug Regional School District. The art supplies were provided by the taller than the trees.” Care to share your experiences? 

d and Wilbraham Middle School PTO. TIMES PHOTO BY DAVID MILES Send your photos and tales to tyler@tyler.com. TIMES 
PHOTO SUBMITTED 








AS A COMMUNITY SERVICE BY: 


the New Spring Market. 
Selling Fast! 
e buying! Now ts the time to Jump into the market! 
1elp you sell fast for top dollar.” 
3 agents in the county and Sprinofield.* 


nost experience to get the job done! 
as of 4/27/20 


A | 413-579-8326 | team413sells@gmail.com Shawna Gutowski 


WILLIAM RAVEIS 


REAL ESTATE 
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Bi CAMPUS NOTES 


UNE names spring 
Dean’s List 


BIDDEFORD, Maine — The University of 
New England recently announced the Dean’s 
List for the spring 2020 semester. To achieve 
the honor, students must maintain a minimum 
GPA of 3.30. 

Haleigh Kology, of Hampden, and Wilbra- 
ham students Alyssa Boilard, Robert Clark and 
Olivia Mitchell achieved Dean’s List status. 


PEOPLE/MILESTONE NEWS 


As a free service for our readers, we will print all births, 
weddings, engagements, milestone anniversaries, major 
birthdays, military achievements, honors and awards. We 
have a “people news” form available for you to submit these 
listings. This material is provided to us by our readers and lo- 
cal institutions and we do not charge to print this content. 

For more information, or to submit people or milestone 
news for the Wilbraham Hampden Times, please email twit- 
kop@turley.com. 


A TURLEY PUBLICATION 








Holy Cross names 
2020 graduates 


WORCESTER — Anthony Fi- 
mognari, of Wilbraham, received a 
bachelor of arts degree from College 
of the Holy Cross on May 22, 2020. 
Fimognari, a former intern at The 
Wilbraham-Hampden ‘Times, was 
among 707 students who received 
electronic diplomas as part of the 
event. 

Because of the ongoing pandem- 
ic, Holy Cross hosted a virtual cel- 
ebration for its Class of 2020, fea- 
turing a special message from Holy 
Cross alumnus Dr. Anthony Fauci 
‘62, director of the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious Diseases. 

The virtual celebrations will be 
followed by an in-person commence- 
ment ceremony for the class of 2020 
to be held in spring 2021. 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 


May 28, 2020 


Jordan Brown-Rose honored at WNEU 
virtual awards ceremony 


SPRINGFIELD — Jordan Brown- 
Rose, of Wilbraham, received the Stu- 
dent Association First Year Success 
Award at the 2020 Cocurricular Awards 
Ceremony at Western New England 
University held virtually on May 1. This 
award is presented to a student with ju- 
nior standing or above in good academic 
standing of 2.7 or better, or a staff mem- 
ber who as completed at least one year 
in service to the first year population. 

The recipient of this award has 
demonstrated a significant contribution 
to the improvement or advancement of 
the First Year Program. The award was 
presented by Assistant Vice President of 
Enrollement Mangement and Dean of 
First Year Students Kerri Jarzabski. 

The Office of Student Activities and 
Leadership Development annually co- 
ordinates the Cocurricular Awards cere- 
mony marking the culmination of a year 


of student programming and communi- 
ty service by over 70 active clubs and 
organizations at Western New England 
University. From a pool of more than 80 
deserving nominated students, 19 were 
selected to receive the prestigious Co- 
curricular Award. 

“This was a wonderfully orches- 
trated event to honor and recognize our 
impressive student leaders,” said Dr. 
Jeanne Hart-Steffes, Vice President for 
Student Affairs & Dean of Students. 
“Congratulations to all of our student 
leaders and thank you to the families, 
faculty, and staff, especially Melissa 
Lambert, interim director in the Office 
of Student Activities and Leadership 
Development, for making this tradition 
a reality in this unique and historic en- 
vironment.” 

Brown-Rose is earning a degree in 
American studies. 


www.turley.com 





Jered Sasen, quartermaster of the VFW Post 9397 and 
Wilbraham’s director of veteran services, sounds taps 
in honor of fallen soldiers during the post’s private 
Memorial Day observances. TIMES PHOTO COURTESY LAURA 
GRIMALDI 


MEMORIAL from page 1 


soldiers and the sounding of taps. On Sunday, May 24, 
they conducted their annual poppy sale in a drive-thru 
fashion. 

“The members VFW held a formal but private cere- 
mony in the confines of our VFW parking lot to honor 
all veterans but recognizing our great loss in Holyoke, 
Mass. at The Holyoke Soldiers’ Home,” Don Talbot, act- 
ing adjutant, said. “We were honored to have St. Mary’s 
Veteran Pastor, Father Michael Lillpop do today’s invo- 
cation and prayer at the commencement of our ceremony. 
We were also honored to have Veteran DAV Officer Mi- 
chelle Barrett speak honoring our fallen heroes.” 
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The Wilbraham Public Library window featured patriotic 
stars in time for Memorial Day. TIMES STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER 
S. WITKOP 


Talbot said the VFW and Commander Heath Joseph 
wishes to thanks the Hampden veterans and residents for 
participating under the circumstances. 

“The Hampden VFW veterans have faced many ene- 
mies in different wars in different countries; this enemy 
we face today is faceless. The Veterans who have fallen 
to this faceless enemy have touched the hearts of every 
Veteran standing here today,’ he said. 

While they weren’t able to offer remarks in front of 
large crowds, other state and local officials shared their 
sentiments on the holiday, especially during the chal- 
lenging circumstances of social distancing. 

State Rep. Angelo Puppolo Jr. (D-Springfield), who 
represents Wilbraham, said he is saddened to “miss” his 
first ceremony in town as a result of COVID-19. Despite 
being unable to stand before a crowd he said he would be 
taking time to pause and reflect on the day’s significance, 
“in particular the folks we’ve lost at the Soldiers’ Home 
—it’s a tragedy.” 

‘As we celebrate afar and away from each other, fam- 
ilies are not forgotten,’ Puppolo said. “This can never 
happen again,’ noting there are three separate investiga- 


Insurance for your every need. 


HUB International is the largest insurance broker in Massachusetts 


and we're right here in your local communities. 


We will work together with Safety Insurance to build your custom 


insurance solution. 


Looking out for you. Looking ahead for you. 


7 Safety Insurance 
( 


AUTO + HOME « BUSINESS 


O HUB 


17 Palmer Road 
Monson, MA 01057 


South Hadley - Ludlow 
East Longmeadow 


413.733.3131 


hubne.com 


Auto and Home Insurance - Business Insurance and More 











A sea of U.S. flags waves at the St. Mary’s Cemetery in 
Hampden, marking the graves of veterans and fallen 
soldiers. The VFW Post 9397 placed the flags at St. 
Mary’s, Prospect Hill and Old cemeteries in time for 
Memorial Day. Those who notice missing or damaged 
flags are urged to contact the VFWt at 566-8797. TIMES 
STAFF PHOTO BY TYLER S. WITKOP 


tions into the happenings there and both he and his col- 
leagues are working to ensure the facilities in Holyoke 
and Chelsea have what they need in order to prevent fu- 
ture tragedies. 

“Memorial Day is a time to reflect upon our veter- 
ans and thank them for their sacrifice,’ he continued. 
“Our Veteran Service Officer is doing a fantastic job and 
I commend Jered for engaging families across Wilbra- 
ham and connecting them with veterans. I really mean it, 
there’s none finer than Jered.” 

The son and grandson of veterans, state Sen. Eric 
Lesser (D-Longmeadow) has worked for veterans during 
his time representing the state Senate’s First Hampden 
and Hampshire District, which includes Hampden and 
Wilbraham. From 2015-2018, he was a member of the 
Joint Committee on Veterans and Federal Affairs, and 
recently, with the Western Mass. Senate delegation, he 
filed an amendment requiring the state to study the long- 
term capital and deferred maintenance needs of the Holy- 
oke Soldiers’ Home. 

“T look forward to our local Memorial Day events ev- 
ery year and although we cannot be together to mark the 
sacrifices of those who gave their last full measure of 
devotion to our country, and although we are not physi- 
cally together, we can still mark this day and remember 
what Memorial Day is about,” Lesser said in a statement 
to The Times. “We must remember and honor the ulti- 
mate sacrifice that our men and women in uniform have 
given since before the founding of our country to give us 
the ability to enjoy freedom and the quality of life that 
we have today. At this time when we find ourselves in a 
time of great challenge, I think we can all gain strength 
by knowing that we’ve been through challenging times 
before and that our country and our community has al- 
ways risen to the occasion to overcome with resolve and 
purpose.” 

Donald Davenport, Hampden’s Board of Selectmen 
chairman, shared similar sentiments this year, noting this 
year in particular highlights the sacrifices of those who 
wore the uniform for military service. 

“Upon reflection, this Memorial Day in particular 
puts into perspective the magnitude of the sacrifice the 
men and women who have served in our armed forces 
made and make to protect us and our freedoms,: Daven- 
port said. “While today we are each being asked to make 
small sacrifices during this emergency, the hardships 
they endured and the ultimate sacrifice they made for us 
should always be honored and never forgotten.” 
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Falcons were ready to defend their sectional title 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


WILBRAHAM — _ There’s 
nothing tougher than being a 
champion, and being unable to 
defend your title. 

That is the unique situation 
the Minnechaug Regional High 
School softball finds itself in af- 
ter having a phenomenal season 
last year, and bringing back sev- 
eral talented players, as well as a 
pitcher who would have had the 
ability to carry the team on her 
own this season. 

Coach Rob Baroni said the 
reality of not being able to coach 
for his 19™ season still is tough 
to face. 

“T have been coaching this 
team for the last 18 years as ei- 
ther the JV or varsity coach and 
it’s hard to imagine the spring 
without Minnechaug softball,” 
said Baroni. “Our core group of 
returners this year was a great 
bunch of kids that showed a lot 
of promise the previous season, 
and we were looking forward to 
working with them.” 

Bella Ferrara was a second 
baseman last season, but was 
also a backup and relief pitcher 
to starter Katelyn Thompson. 
Ferrara was the assumed number 
one starter this year. 

“As a pitcher she was 6-0 on 
the season with a good amount 
of strikeouts (51),” said Baroni. 
“She was very reliable and com- 
petitive in the circle and we were 
looking forward to her being our 
#1 this year. Her pitching record 
is 9-0 as a starter including her 
sophomore year. At second last 
year she had very good range and 


State cancels American 
Legion baseball for 2020 


REGION — American Legion 
state department chairman Rich- 
ard Paster issued a statement 
about the cancellation of the 
2020 season: 

It is with deep regret that 
I inform you that the Nation- 
al Organization has decided to 
cancel the 2020 Season effective 
immediately due to the continu- 
ing events resulting from the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 

The American Legion Na- 
tional Organization is imple- 
menting the following directives 
relating to The American Legion 
National Organization national 
baseball program for the 2020 
season which the Department 
of Massachusetts hereby incor- 
porates in its instructions for 
all Post and Outside Sponsored 
teams in Massachusetts: 

1. Any and all previous 2020 
American Legion National Or- 
ganization memos regarding the 
national baseball program for the 
2020 season are retracted and re- 
placed by the following. 


2. The American Legion 
National Organization has can- 
celed all 2020 season’s Regional 
Tournaments and The American 
Legion World Series and the De- 
partment of Massachusetts here- 
by cancels all Department Tour- 
naments. 

3. Concurrently, The Amer- 
ican Legion National Organi- 
zation has shut down all spon- 
sorship and all involvement in 
baseball for the 2020 season 
and The Department of Massa- 
chusetts hereby shuts down its 
sponsorship and all involvement 
in baseball for the 2020 season. 

4. This shutdown of all spon- 
sorship and all involvement in 
baseball for the 2020 season 
means that those baseball teams 
that wish to continue playing 
2020 season baseball shall be 
participating in a sporting event 
not sponsored, nor endorsed in 
any manner by The American 
Legion National Organization 


Please see STATE, page 9 
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very good hands. She was a great 
teammate, truly someone who 
enhanced the experience for all 
involved in the program.” 

Jenna Murray, like Ferrara, 
was set to be a captain this sea- 
son. She has been a steady short- 
stop for the Falcons with a great 
bat to go with it. She was one 
player that will miss out on the 
opportunity to reach a milestone. 

“She will end her career with 
some amazing stats even though 
she was only in our program for 
two years,’ said Baroni. “She 
finishes with 72 total hits, 28 of 
them were extra base hits, three 
were home runs. She would 
have most likely ended up with 








Pee 
Morgan Sanborn gets the 
backhand for the Falcons. 
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File photos 
Tatum Legere, a pinch-runner, 
leads off second base in a game 
last year. 


over 100 career hits, and her ca- 
reer batting average is just under 
500. While the stats are impres- 


Please see SOFTBALL, page 9 


Tri-County league cancels 2020 season 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


HOLYOKE -— The executive 
board for the Tri-County Base- 
ball League has made the deci- 
sion to cancel the 2020 season 
despite considering playing a 
bit later schedule in the sum- 
mer. 

Last Wednesday, the board 
announced their decision fol- 
lowing a meeting of the league. 

Karl Oliveira, who runs the 
St. Joseph’s team in the league 
as well as serves as the league’s 
secretary and treasurer, made 
the announcement in the form 
of an email to the league’s re- 
turning players and coaches. 

“The Executive Board of 
the TCL voted 4-0 not to move 
forward to play baseball for this 
year’s season,’ said Oliveira. 
“The 2020 season for the TCL 
has been officially canceled.” 

Due to the concerns set forth 
by the COVID-19 pandemic 
and the way the league is sit- 
uated, the league cited a vast 
number of factors in making the 





PeoplesBanks would have been going for its eighth consecutive 
playoff title. The Bankers have been the top team in the league for 
a long time with powerful hitting and a dedicated pitching staff. 


decision to cancel the season. 


The league cited player, 
coach, umpire, and fan safety 
as the top priorities. Further, 
the league stated the safety of 
extended families in making the 
decision. 

Expanding, Oliveira cited 
certain fields would not have 
concessions stands or restrooms 


open to the public, including 
Sani-cans. 

He said the rules from town- 
to-town would also weigh heav- 
ily in the teams’ ability to get 
home fields for play. 

“Some fields may allow you 
to play on them some fields may 
not allow you to play on them,” 


Please see TRI-COUNTY, page 9 
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London showcase postponed by Hall of Fame 


SPRINGFIELD — The Naismith 
Memorial Basketball Hall of Fame 
announced today the inaugural Bas- 
ketball Hall of Fame London Show- 
case originally scheduled for De- 
cember 6, 2020 has been postponed 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
event was expected to feature Marist 
College vs. University of Maryland, 
Baltimore and University of Ken- 
tucky vs. University of Michigan. 

“As we navigate these unprece- 
dented times, the Basketball Hall of 
Fame has remained vigilant in plac- 
ing health and safety above all else,” 
said John L. Doleva, President and 
CEO of the Basketball Hall of Fame. 
“Unfortunately, the unknown combi- 
nation of health, safety, international 


Submit senior athletes 


By Gregory A. Scibelli 
gscibelli@ turley.com 


The Turley Publications sports depart- 
ment is looking to honor the senior ath- 
letes who have had their spring seasons 
cancelled by the coronavirus pandemic. 

The senior features have already start- 
ed rolling out, but if you have not seen 
your senior featured, we encouraged you 
to send photos and info on your son or 
daughter, and encourage you to contact 


their coach to speak with us. 


We have reached out to spring coaches 
and athletic directors, but are still trying 


TRI-COUNTY from page 11 


said Oliveira. 

One of the biggest factors in even 
coming up with a modified sched- 
ule is the fluidity of the Common- 
wealth of Massachusetts’ phased 
approach to re-opening the state. He 
said games would not be able to be 
played until July at the earliest. He 
said with that timeline, any setback 
would have been very restrictive to 
the schedule and could have cost the 
league and its players a lot of money. 

The Tri-County League has been 
typically a weekday league with just 
a few weekend games. The National 


travel regulations and the economic 
viability for all parties involved has 
required us to postpone this highly 
anticipated event at The O2. We look 
forward to hosting a fantastic event 
in. 2022.” 

The Basketball Hall of Fame 
London Showcase will now take 
place Sunday, December 4, 2022 at 
The O2 arena and will be televised 
domestically by ESPN / ABC. The 
event will remain a part of the Ken- 
tucky and Michigan three-year se- 
ries, now facing-off in Ann Arbor in 
2021, London in 2022 and Lexington 
in 2023. 

The Basketball Hall of Fame 
London Showcase is one event in the 
Hall of Fame’s series of collegiate 


to collect info on every team that would 
have been involved in this spring’s season. 

We hope to also publish action photos 
of seniors from previous seasons, though 
parents and coaches are encouraged to 
send photos of seniors they would like to 
see published in the upcoming editions of 


the paper. 


wasn’t. 


ing the defunct Full Count League 
did have some weekend games, but 
also played many games during the 
week. 

Oliveira also said simple social 
distancing and the cleaning of equip- 
ment, as well as sanitizing surfaces 
like benches and other dugout areas 
were also factors considered in the 
cancellation decision. 

He also cited sponsors. The 
league questioned whether sponsors, 
especially those with limited or no 
business since the outbreak would 
be able to contribute funding to the 
league. 

Among the costs, more than 
$5,500 for insurance, and there was 


All submissions can be made to Sports 
Editor Gregory A. Scibelli at sports @ tur- 
ley.com. In the subject line, please identi- 
fy the school and sport you are writing in 
about. Senior athletes are also encouraged 
to write in to talk about the season that 


events, which continues to grow in 
an effort to celebrate the game out- 
side the museum walls. At this point 
in time, the Basketball Hall of Fame 
has not cancelled or postponed any 
domestic collegiate events scheduled 
for the fall and winter of 2020. 

All fans who have purchased 
a ticket to the 2020 Hall of Fame 
London Showcase will receive a full 
refund automatically to the method 
used for purchase within 14 business 
days. During these unprecedented 
times it may take longer for funds to 
credit your account. Tickets for the 
2022 Hall of Fame London Show- 
case will go back on-sale for Decem- 
ber 4, 2022 in January or February 
of 2022. 


Support 
the local 
businesses 
that support 
your local 
newspaper. 


Let them know you 
saw their ad in the 


Wilbraham 
Hampden 
Times 


no guarantee if the league itself or 
somewhere else experienced an out- 
break, would the league have to shut 
back down and be out all of the mon- 
ey for the revised schedule. 

“To say we are disappointed, is 
an understatement,’ said Oliveira. 
“This board knows how all of us feel 
about playing baseball, especially in 
a league that has been going since 
1949.” 

Tri-County still plans to hold its 
annual golf tournament. The TCL 
Golf Tournament on Saturday, Oc- 
tober 3, at Mill Valley Golf Links in 
Belchertown, is still on for this year. 
There will be more details on this 
event to follow in the coming weeks. 





May 28, 2020 





This week in 
recreation 


By Bryan Litz, Director 
Wilbraham Parks and Recreation Department 


Car parades for birthday 
parties? Zoom practices? 
Home schooling? House par- 
ty? These are all things that 
will now forever be synony- 
mous with COVID-19. As we 
all look for ways to stay busy, 
safe and healthy, the new real- 
ity we are now in will include 
face masks, six foot buffers 
and a bleak economic reality 
for many years to come. 

As I type my latest version of This Week In 
Rec, the state of Massachusetts (also a good song 
by the Dropkick Murphy’s) sits in Phase 1. What 
lies ahead for WPRD? Well, that all depends on 
if we can advance to Phase 2 and Phase 3, and if 
we get approval from the town. We hope to offer 
camps, open the beach and run some version of 
youth sports (youth football is scheduled to start 
Aug. 1, summer basketball and summer baseball). 

This is again all dependent on what phase 
the state is in, approval from the town, and if the 
Parks and Recreation Department can meet the 
guidelines put in place by the state. As with all of 
our programs and facilities, safety and the health 
of our participants is always our No. | concern. 

Over the last month and half, the department 
has been busy issuing refunds and canceling spring 
programs, maintaining our facilities, updating 
policies, and offering as many virtual programs 
as we can (Esports has been a big hit). If we are 
able to offer summer programs, make sure to pay 
close attention to our website, Facebook, Twitter 
and Instagram pages. One thing I can guarantee 
if we offer summer programs is that there will be 
limits on enrollment, registration will take place 
over a very short period of time and we expect the 
programs to fill up quickly. 

We appreciate all those who donated their 
spring registration fees to our Gift Account. If we 
could give you a big hug for your generosity we 
would, but COVID-19 does not allow hugging! 

We wish everyone the best and please, stay 
safe and healthy. 





Department notes: All of our summer pro- 
gram, summer camps and Spec Pond Beach are 
listed at WilbrahamRec.com for all to view. Reg- 
istration dates for summer camps and activities 
will be updated as soon as we know how we can 
proceed. 


Division, which was brought in us- 


SOFTBALL from page 11 


sive what was more impressive were the intangibles 
with her. Jenna’s work ethic, her attitude, her knowl- 
edge of the intricacies of the skills of the game and her 
willingness to assist her teammates in their efforts to 
improve.” 

Morgan Sanborn played third base and was another 
outstanding part of last year’s championship team. 

“She was primarily our third baseman last season,’ 
said Baroni. “She has great hands, great quickness and 
ability to react at the ‘hot corner. Morgan was a phys- 
ical defender, more than willing to dive and get her uni- 
form dirty, having her and Jenna, on the left side of the 
infield was a great duo. Similar to Jenna, Morgan will 
end her career with some amazing offensive stats. Last 
year, she led our team in batting average (.458), runs 
scored (29), on-base percentage (.511) and extra base 
hits (17). Morgan ends with 78 hits, no doubt would 
have had over 100 for her career.” 

Tatum Legere was described as an_ unselfish, 
hard-working individual. 

“An outstanding athlete, she covered a lot of ground 
in the outfield, was able to run down fly balls in the 
gap,’ said Baroni. “A hard worker at practice, she 
always demanded the best out herself. She also pos- 
sessed a lot of speed and from the offensive side put 
a lot of pressure on the defense with that speed. She 
made a critical play for us last year in helping us se- 
cure the No. | seed in the Division 1 Western Mass. 
playoffs. She had a walk off RBI bunt single versus 
Turners Falls in the bottom of the 10th.” 

Baroni said he will miss his group, more than they 
realize. He was excited about the team’s potential for 
this season and seeing how far they could go. 
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and/or The Department of Mas- 
sachusetts, but sponsored and en- 
dorsed solely by the group the team 
is named. 

5. Any baseball team that con- 
tinues play in the 2020 season spon- 
sored by the group the team is named 
must understand that its team is not 
playing as an American Legion Na- 
tional Organization nor Department 
of Massachusetts “registered” base- 
ball team nor is it playing in an 
American Legion National or De- 
partment of Massachusetts Organi- 
zation baseball program. 

6. The complete cancellation of 
the 2020 American Legion National 
and Department of Massachusetts 
Organization baseball season means 
there is no American Legion Nation- 
al or Department of Massachusetts 
Organization baseball program “na- 
tional or department rules,” nor are 
there “national or department guide- 
lines,’ as there is no 2020 American 
Legion national or Department of 
Massachusetts involvement. 

7. In other words, if an Amer- 
ican Legion Post or other type of 
sponsored team has a 2020 season 
baseball program, then that Post or 
other team is having a team which 
is not authorized, nor endorsed by 
The American Legion National nor 


Department of Massachusetts Orga- 
nization.” 

8. Those teams that conduct this 
2020 baseball season program will 
need to determine their rules, guide- 
lines, schedules, insurance coverage, 
etc., for their own teams as neither 
The American Legion National nor 
Department of Massachusetts Orga- 
nizations will provide this assistance. 

9. The American Legion Na- 
tional Organization has already 
stopped collecting, and subsequent- 
ly returned to all teams any and all 
national baseball team fees to the 
respective teams and the Department 
of Massachusetts will similarly re- 
turn all Department registration fees 
as soon as practicable. 

10. With the shutdown of the 
online National American Legion 
Baseball registration portal, The 
American Legion National Organi- 
zation has stopped referring baseball 
teams to the K&K Insurance portal 
for the 2020 baseball season. 

11. The Posts and/or other teams 
that decide to have their own pro- 
grams will need to determine what 
insurance their teams need in order 
to play baseball in 2020; neither The 
American Legion National Organi- 
zation nor the Department of Massa- 
chusetts will provide this assistance. 

12. All baseball teams that paid to 
The American Legion National Or- 


ganization administrative fees shall 
have these fees reimbursed to the 
teams directly by the National Orga- 
nization, the Department of Massa- 
chusetts will have no involvement in 
such reimbursement. 

13. All other situation(s) that may 
arise during the 2020 baseball sea- 
son in which a Post or other type of 
sponsored team that elects to have a 
2020 baseball season is a situation 
for that particular team as that partic- 
ular team is solely responsible for its 
decision as to any situation(s) as nei- 
ther The American Legion National 
Organization nor the Department 
of Massachusetts, its Athletic Com- 
mittee, their staffs and/or volunteers 
are not authorized to address or help 
with any such teams situation(s). 

14. K&K Insurance will be ad- 
vised that the Department of Mas- 
sachusetts has elected to cancel the 
2020 season, that no teams have 
formed and that all premiums that 
have been collected thus far are to 
be forthwith refunded. The Depart- 
ment of Massachusetts will have no 
involvement in any such refunds. 

This is a sad day indeed for 
American Legion Baseball in Massa- 
chusetts and marks only the second 
time since 1926 that there will be no 
Program, let’s hope life returns to 
normal in time for the 2021 season. 
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Town of Wilbraham 
WILBRAHAM HIGHWAY 
MATERIALS 2020 
Notice of Invitation for Bids 

The Town of Wilbraham 
invites sealed bids for the 
purchase of Wilbraham 
Highway Materials 2020. 
Bids must be made in accor- 
dance with all applicable 
Federal, State and Town laws 
and regulations and must 
comply in all respects with 
the instructions, conditions, 
specifications and other 
requirements in the Invitation 
for Bid packages. 

Bid packages can be 
obtained from the 
Department of Public Works, 
Town Hall, 240 Springfield 
Street, Wilbraham, MA 
01095 (413-596-2800 x208). 
Bids in sealed, opaque enve- 
lopes shall be marked 
“Wilbraham Highway 
Materials 2020 Bid” and 
delivered to the above 
address by 3:00 p.m. on 
Thursday, June 11, 2020 
where they will be publicly 
opened and read aloud by the 
Chief Procurement Officer. 
All bids must be submitted 
on the official Standard Bid 
Form, included in the bid 
packages. Bids must include 
the signed Non-Collusion 
and Non-Discrimination 
paperwork. No bidder may 
withdraw his bid for a period 
of forty-five days, excluding 
Saturdays, Sundays and 
Holidays, after the actual 
date of opening of the bids. 

The Town reserves the 
right to reject any and all 
bids, to waive minor infor- 
malities or irregularities in 
any bid, and to make an 
award in any manner consis- 
tent with the law and deemed 
to be in the best interest of 
the Town of Wilbraham. 

Tonya L. Basch, P.E. 
Director of Public Works/ 
Town Engineer 

5/28/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20C0102CA 
In the matter of: 

Anna Mascaro 
CITATION ON PETITION 
TO CHANGE NAME 

A Petition to Change 
Name of Adult has been filed 
by Anna Mascaro of 
Hampden, MA requesting 
that the court enter a Decree 
changing their name to: 

Anna Yukiko Mascaro 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

Any person may appear for 
purposes of objecting to the 
petition by filing an appear- 
ance at: Hampden Probate 
and Family Court before 
10:00 a.m. on the return day 
of 06/15/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing date, 
but a deadline by which you 
must file a written appearance 
if you object to this proceed- 
ing. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of this 
Court. 

Date: May 18, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
5/28/2020 


Commonwealth of 
Massachusetts 
The Trial Court 
Hampden Probate and 
Family Court 
50 State Street 
Springfield, MA 01103 
(413)748-7758 
Docket No. HD20P0775EA 
Estate of: 

James Joseph McCarthy 
Also known as: 
James J McCarthy 
Date of Death: 04/20/2020 
CITATION ON 
PETITION FOR 
FORMAL 
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ADJUDICATION 

To all interested persons: 

A Petition for Formal 
Probate of Wili with 
Appointment of Personal 
Representative has been filed 
by: Robert M McCarthy of 
Gansevoort NY requesting 
that the Court enter a formal 
Decree and Order and for such 
other relief as requested in the 
Petition. 

The Petitioner requests 
that: Robert M McCarthy of 
Gansevoort NY be appointed 
as Personal Representative(s) 
of said estate to serve Without 
Surety on the bond in an 
unsupervised administration. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 

You have the right to 
obtain a copy of the Petition 
from the Petitioner or at the 
Court. You have a right to 
object to this proceeding. To 
do so, you or your attorney 
must file a written appearance 
and objection at this Court 
before: 10:00 a.m. on 
06/23/2020. 

This is NOT a hearing 
date, but a deadline by which 
you must file a written appear- 
ance and objection if you 
object to this proceeding. If 
you fail to file a timely written 
appearance and objection fol- 
lowed by an Affidavit of 
Objections within thirty (30) 
days of the return date, action 
may be taken without further 
notice to you. 

UNSUPERVISED 
ADMINISTRATION 
UNDER THE 
MASSACHUSETTS 
UNIFORM PROBATE 
CODE (MUPC) 

A Personal Representative 
appointed under the MUPC in 
an unsupervised administra- 
tion is not required to file an 
inventory or annual accounts 
with the Court. Persons inter- 
ested in the estate are entitled 
to notice regarding the admin- 
istration directly from the 
Personal Representative and 
may petition the Court in any 
matter relating to the estate, 
including the distribution of 
assets and expenses of admin- 
istration. 

WITNESS, Hon. Barbara 
M Hyland, First Justice of 
this Court. 

Date: May 19, 2020 
Suzanne T. Seguin 
Register of Probate 
5/28/2020 


Section 00 11 00 
ADVERTISEMENT 
MSBA Accelerated Repair 
Program 
Roofing Replacement 
at the 
Wilbraham Middle School 

THIS PROJECT IS 
BEING ELEC - 
TRONICALLY BID AND 
HARD COPY BIDS WILL 
NOT BE ACCEPTED. 

Please review the instruc- 
tions in the bid documents 


The Wilbraham-Hampden TIMES 





on how to register as an elec- 
tronic bidder. 

The bids are to be pre- 
pared and submitted at 
www.biddocsonline.com . 

Tutorials and instructions 
on how to complete the elec- 
tronic bid documents are 
available online (click on the 
‘Tutorial’ tab at the bottom 
footer). 

The Hampden- 
Wilbraham Regional School 
District, the Awarding 
Authority, invites sealed bids 
from Roofing Contractors for 
the Wilbraham Middle 
School Roofing Replacement 
Project and Associated Work 
at the Wilbraham Middle 
School, in accordance with the 
documents prepared by Dietz 
& Company Architects, Inc. 

The Work of Project is 
defined by the Contract 
Documents and consists of the 
following: 

The scope of work 
includes the replacement of 
roofing, insulation and flash- 
ing including demolition of 
existing roofing materials 
down to roof decking and 
existing roofing items includ- 
ing snow guards. Temporary 
removal and reinstallation of 
existing rooftop MEP equip- 
ment to accommodate roof 
replacement will require 
extension of equipment utility 
lines. Roofing replacement 
work includes masonry 
removal and replacement to 
raise flashing at brick veneer 
walls adjacent to roofing sur- 
faces. 

The Work, including all 
alternates for the project, is 
estimated to cost $2,400,000. 

Bids are subject to M.G.L. 
c.149 §44A-J & to minimum 
wage rates as required by 
M.G.L. c.149 §§26 to 27H 
inclusive. General Bidders 
must be prime certified by 
the Division of Capital Asset 
Management (DCAMM) in 
the category of Roofing. 
DCAMM Certificates of 
Eligibility and Update 
Statements shall be submitted 
with bids showing bidder is 
approved to bid on project of 
this size and scope. 

General Bids will be 
received until 2:00 PM, 
Wednesday, June 17, 2020 
and publicly opened on-line, 
forthwith. 

Filed sub-bids for the 
trades listed below will be 
received until 2:00 PM, 
Wednesday, June 10, 2020 
and publicly opened on-line, 
forthwith. 

Filed sub-bidders must be 
DCAMM certified for the 
trades listed below and bidders 
must include a current 
DCAMM  Sub-Bidder 
Certificate of Eligibility and a 
signed DCAMM Sub-Bidder’s 
Update Statement. 

List of Filed Sub-Trades: 
Masonry ($100,000) 

Misc Metals ($75,000) 
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Plumbing ($70,000) 
HVAC ($150,000) 
Electrical ($70,000) 

All Bids should be submit- 
ted electronically online at 
www.biddocsonline.com and 
received no later than the date 
and time specified above. 

Bids shall be accompanied 
by a bid deposit that is not less 
than five (5%) of the greatest 
possible bid amount (consider- 
ing all alternates. In lieu of a 
surety bond, cash, certified 
treasurer’s or cashier’s check 
made payable to the 
Hampden-Wilbraham 
Regional School District will 
also be accepted.) 

The Bidder agrees that this 
bid shall be good and may not 
be withdrawn for a period of 
30 working days (Saturdays, 
Sundays and legal holidays 
excluded) after the opening of 
bids. 

The Awarding Authority 
reserves the right to waive any 
informality or to reject any or 
all bids. 

Bid Forms and Contract 
Documents will be available 
for viewing and ordering at 
www.biddocsonline.com or at 
Nashoba Blue, Inc. at 433 
Main Street, Hudson, MA 
01749, Tel: (978-568-1167) 
after 10:00 AM on 
Wednesday, May 27, 2020. 
Only registered bidders will 
receive addenda notices from 
BidDocsOnline. 

There is a plan deposit of 
$150.00 per set (maximum of 
2 sets) payable to 
BidDocsOnline. 

Deposits must be paid for 
electronically or by certified or 
cashier’s check. This deposit 
will be refunded for up to two 
sets for bidders upon return of 
the sets in good condition 
within thirty days of receipt of 
general bids. Otherwise the 
deposit shall be the property of 
the Awarding Authority. 

Additional sets may be 
purchased for $150.00. 

Registered plan-holders 
requesting Contract 
Documents to be mailed to 
them shall include a separate 
check for $40.00 per set for 
UPS Ground and $65 per set 
for overnight, payable to 
BidDocsOnline Inc., to cover 
mail handling costs. 

General bidders are 
encouraged to contract with 
minority and women-owned 
businesses as certified by the 
Supplier Diversity Office 
(SDO), formerly known as 
SOMWBA. The combined 
participation goal reserved for 
such enterprises shall not be 
less than 10.4% of the final 
contract price including 
accepted alternates. 

A Pre-Bid Meeting is 
scheduled for 3:30 PM, 
Tuesday, June 2, 2020 at the 
Wilbraham Middle School, 
466 Stony Hill Rd, 
Wilbraham, MA 01095 to 
familiarize bidders with the 





advantages and difficulties of 
the project site. 
5/28/2020 


TOWN OF WILBRAHAM 
LEGAL NOTICE 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
NEW LIQUOR LICENSE 

The Wilbraham Board of 
Selectmen will hold a hear- 
ing under Massachusetts 
General Laws, Chapter 138, 
Section 12, on Monday, 
June 8, 2020 at 7:05pm, at 
the Town Office Building, 
240 Springfield Street, 
Wilbraham, to hear public 
comment on an application 
for a new annual Section 12: 
All Alcoholic Beverages 
License submitted by Via 
Appia Ristorante, Inc., 2133 
Boston Road, Wilbraham, 
with Ana C. Castellanos- 
Gomez proposed as designat- 
ed alcohol service manager. 
Persons wishing to comment 
on the referenced application 
will be heard. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 
Due to the ongoing Covid- 
19 public health emergency 
the Town Office Building 
remains closed to the public 
at this time. This public 
hearing will be conducted 
via remote participation in 
compliance Governor 
Baker’s March 12, 2020 
Emergency Executive Order 
Suspending Certain 
Provisions of the Open 
Meeting Law (M.G.L. c. 
30A, s.20) and the March 
15, 2020 Emergency 
Executive Order imposing 
limitations on the number of 
people that gather in one 
place. While in-person 
attendance is limited, the 
public may remotely join 
and participate in the public 
hearing while in progress 
using GoToMeeting video 
conferencing technology by 
following the instructions 
posted on the meeting agen- 
da and available on the 
Town website. 

WILBRAHAM BOARD 

OF SELECTMEN 
Local Licensing Authority 
5/28/2020 


NOTICE 


ERRORS: Each advertis- 
er is requested to check 
their advertisement the 
first time it appears. 


This paper will not be 


responsible for more 
than one corrected in- 
sertion, nor will be li- 
able for any error in 
an advertisement to a 
greater extent than the 
cost of the space occu- 
pied by the item in the 
advertisement. 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


ARE NOW ONLINE 


Find a quick link to the state of Massachusetts’ 
public notice web site to search all notices in 
Massachusetts newspapers. 


Email all 


notices to 


notices@turley.com 


Access archives and 
digital tear sheets by 
newspaper title. 


Public notice deadlines are Mondays at noon, Fridays noon for Monday holidays. 
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COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 
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SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 





Call us toll free 800.824.6548 
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ANTIQUE AND PERIOD CHAIRS 
- Restored with new woven seats — 
Many styles and weaves available. Call 
(413)289-6670 


DISH TV - $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. Free 
installation, Smart HD DVR Included, 
Free Voice Remote. Some restrictions 
apply. Call 1-877-925-7371 


FREE- 3 WINDOW air conditioners. 
Call 413-532-3135. 


FIREWOOD 


FIREWOOD 
Fresh cut & split $160.00 

Seasoned cut & split $200.00 

All hardwood. 

Tree length available 
*Also have seasoned softwood 
for outdoor boilers (Cheap). 
Quality & volumes guaranteed!! 
New England Forest Products 
(413)477-0083 


MISCELLANEOUS 


A PLACE FOR MOM. The nation’s 
largest senior living referral service. 
Contact our trusted, local experts to- 
day! Our service is FREE/no obliga- 
tion. CALL 1-855-799-4127 


DEALING WITH WATER DAM- 
AGE requires immediate action. Local 
professionals that respond immediate- 
ly. Nationwide and 24/7. No Mold Calls. 
1-800-506-3367 


DO YOU HAVE chronic knee or back 
pain? If you have insurance, you may 
qualify for the perfect brace at little to 
no cost. Get yours today! Call 1-800- 
217-0504 


INVENTORS- FREE  INFOR- 
MATION PACKAGE Have your 
product idea developed affordably by 
the Research & Development pros 
and presented to manufacturers. Call 
855-380-5976 for a free idea starter 
guide. Submit your idea for a free con- 
sultation. 


LIFE ALERT. 24/7. One press of 
a button sends help FAST! Medical, 
Fire, Burglar. Even if you can’t reach 
a phone! FREE brochure. CALL 800- 
457-1917 


MOBILEHELP, AMERICA’S PRE- 
MIER MOBILE MEDICAL ALERT 
SYSTEM. Whether you're Home or 
Away. For Safety and Peace of Mind. 
No Long Term Contracts! Free Bro- 
chure! Call Today! 1-844-892-1017 


OXYGEN-ANYTIME. ANY- 
WHERE. No tanks to refill. No deliv- 
eries. Only 2.8 pounds! FAA approved! 
FREE info kit: Call 1-855-917-4693 


PROMOTE YOUR PRODUCT, ser- 
vice or business to 1.7 million house- 
holds throughout New England. Reach 
4 million potential readers quickly and 
inexpensively with great results. Use 
the Buy New England Classified Ad 
Network by calling (413)283-8393, 
classifieds @turley.com. Do they work? 
You are reading one of our ads now!! 
Visit our website to see where your ads 
run communitypapersne.com 


STAY IN YOUR HOME longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In Bath- 
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, including 
a free toilet, and a lifetime warranty 
on the tub and installation! Call us at 
1-866-945-3783. 


STOP STRUGGLING ON THE 
STAIRS. Give your life a lift with an 
ACORN STAIRLIFT! Call now for $250. 
OFF your stairlift purchase and FREE 
DVD & brochure! 1-844-325-8610 


Read your local newspaper online at 
www.newspapers.turley.com 


FILL OUT AND MAIL THIS MONEY MAKER 


QUABBIN & SUBURBAN — FRIDAY AT NOON 


MAIL TO: Classifieds, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 


or call toll free: 800-824-6548 


Base Price | 22 Base Price] 23 
$26.50 $27.00 


Base Price 
25 $28.50 


26 
Base Price 
$30.50 30 


Base Price 
33 $32.50 


34 
Base Pri 
“su450| 38 


Credit Card: 
Card #: 


1 MasterCard 


Base Price] 27 
$29.00 
$31.00 


Base Price 


Base Price 
$33.00 
$ 


35 
Base Price} 39 
35.00 


OLD CARPENTER TOOLS wanrt- 
ed. Planes, chisels, axes, etc. Also 
hunting, fishing gear. Old advertis- 
ing, cast iron cookware. Call Ken 
(413)433-2195. 





**A CALL WE HAUL** 
Dumpsters available on site 
Call for delivery 
(413)531-1936 
acallwehaul @ gmail.com 


AAA DUMPSTER RENTALS, 10- 
30 yd. capacity, house clean-outs. Fully 
insured. Commercial/ Residential. Free 
estimates. 413-277-5660 


BILODEAU AND SON ROOFING. 
Established 1976. New re-roofs and 
repairs. Gutter cleanings and repairs. 
Licensed/ insured. Call (413)967- 
6679 


BOB ROBILLARD’S RUBBISH 
REMOVAL attics, cellars, garag- 
es cleaned. Light moving. Gutters 
Cleaned. Family owned/ operated 
since 1950 (413)537-5090 


CHAIR SEAT WEAVING & refinishing 
- cane, fiber rush & splint - Classroom in- 
structor, 20+ years experience. Call Walt 
at (413)289-6670 for estimate. 


LAWNMOWER TUNE UP 
& REPAIR 


A&M TUNE-UPS 


Push Lawnmowers, 
Riding Mowers and 


Small Engine Repair. 
Work done at your home. 


FREE PICKUP OF 
UNWANTED LAWN EQUIPMENT 


Call Mike (413) 348-7967 
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$31.50 $32.00 


Base Price} 36 Base Price 
$33.50 $34.00 

Base Price] 4 

$35.50 0 $36.0 


Base Price 
6.00 





—_s«éPRtorn'e 
State:_ Zips 
a _____ X per week rate = $ _ 
LI VISA LI Discover LI Cash LI Check# 
ee ee Exp.Date_ CCV 
Date: 


Amount of charge: 





DEADLINES: 


DRYWALL AND CEILINGS, plas- 
ter repair. Drywall hanging. Taping & 
complete finishing. All ceiling textures. 
Fully insured. Jason at Great Walls. 
(413)563-0487 


JKL LIQUID ASPHALT Custom 
driveways. Oil & stone specialists. Call 
today for a free quote. 413-289-6251 
Like us on Facebook 


NEED AN ILLUSTRATOR for your 
next ad, website, or book project? 
Freelance illustrator Sadie Parrotta is 
taking commissions. Examples of her 
work can be seen at sadieparrotta. 
weebly.com. Contact her at sadie. 
parrotta@gmail.com for more infor- 
mation. 


PAINT AND PAPER Over 25 years 
experience. References. Lic #086220. 
Please call Kevin 978-355-6864. 





WE RENOVATE, SELL & PUR- 
CHASE (any condition) horse drawn 
vehicles such as sleighs, carriages, 
surreys, wagons, dr’s buggies, drive- 
able or lawn ornaments. Some fur- 
niture and other restoration services 
available. Reasonable prices. Quality 
workmanship. Call (413)213-0373 
for estimate and information. 
DEMERS & SONS 
BELCHERTOWN, MA 


CHILD SERVICES 


*NEW STATE LAW. Anyone adver- 
tising caring of children must list a li- 
cense number to do so if they offer this 
service in their own home. 


ELECTRICIAN 


BILL CAMERLIN- ADDITIONS, 
service changes, small jobs for home- 
owners, fire alarms. Fast, dependable, 
reasonable rates. Insured, free esti- 
mates E280333. 24 hour emergency 
service. (413)427-5862 


DEPENDABLE ELECTRICIAN, 
FRIENDLY service, installs deicing 
cables. Free estimates. Fully insured. 
Scott Winters electrician Lic. #13514-B 
Call (413)244-7096. 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


C-D HOME IMPROVEMENT. | 
Call for all your needs. Windows, sid- 
ing, roofs, additions, decks, baths, 
hardwood floors, painting. All work 
100% guaranteed. Licensed and in- 
sured. Call Bob (413)596-8807 Cell 
CS Lic. #97110, HIC Lic #162905 


CERAMIC TILE INSTALLATION 


Kitchen, bath, foyers. Referenc- 
es. Lic #086220. Please call Kevin 
(978)355-6864. 


DELREO HOME IMPROVEMENT 
for all your exterior home improvement 
needs. ROOFING, SIDING, WIN- 
DOWS, DOORS, DECKS & GUTTERS. 
Extensive references available, Fully 
Licensed & Insured in MA. & CT. Call 
GARY DELCAMP @ 413-569-3733 


GUTTER CLEANING, EXTERI- 
OR/ INTERIOR painting, renova- 
tions, lawn care, powerwashing. Free 
estimates. Klye 413-209-7163 


HOME IMPROVEMENTS. RE- 
MODELING Kitchens, baths. Ceram- 
ic tile, windows, painting, wallpapering, 
textured ceilings, siding, decks. Insur- 
ance work. Fully insured. Free esti- 
mates. (413)246-2783 Ron. 


PLEASE RECYCLE THIS NEWSPAPER 


HILLTOWNS — MONDAY AT NOON 





Quabbin ————_ 


Village Hills 
Circulation: 
50,500 


= 
ASE 


Bole 


SES 
sees 


Hilltowns 
Circulation: 9,800 













Buy the Quabbin Village Hills or 
the Suburban Residential ZONE 
for $26.00 for 20 words plus 
50¢ for each additional word. 
Add $10 for a second Zone 

or add $15 to run in 


ALL THREE ZONES. 


First ZONE base price 
Add a second ZONE 
Add a third ZONE 
Subtotal 

x Number of Weeks 
TOTAL Enclosed 


BELCHERTOWN. 
GRANBY 












BRIMFIELD 


= a 


Suburban 





STURBRIDGE 





Residential 
Circulation: 
59,000 


Includes 
additional words 


Run my ad in the 
following ZONE(s): 


$5,00 
——~ £ Quabbin 
J 





OUR CLASSIFIEDS REACH 50 COMMUNITIES EVERY WEEK! 


HOME 
IMPROVEMENT 


WATER DAMAGE 
_CALL JAY (413)436-5782- 
FOR REPAIRS 
COMPLETE DRYWALL 
SERVICE. FINISHING, 
PAINTING, CEILINGS 
(SMOOTH OR TEXTURED). 
40+ YEARS EXPERIENCE. 
FULLY INSURED. 


LANDSCAPING 


2 OLD GUYS & A DUMP TRUCK 
mulch, stone, seed, & sod installation, 
trimming, pruning, planting, & mowing. 
Free Estimates. Contact us via cell 
or email at (413)250-7893 2old- 
guys2020 @ gmail.com 


LANDSCAPING 


A+ ROZELL’S 
LANDSCAPING & 
BOBCAT SERVICE 

Excavator Services 
Overgrown property? 
Extreme Brush Cutting! 
Shrub, Stump, Tree Removal 
Lawn/Arborvite Installed 
Loam, Stone, Mulch, Sand 
Storm Clean-up 
Maintenance 
Small Demolition/ Junk Removal/ 
Clean-outs 
Insured 
413-636-5957 


DAVE’S LAWN AND GARDEN, 
LLC- Landscape design & mainte- 
nance 

Mulch/ Stone 

Stump grinding 

Senior Citizen/ Veteran’s Discount 
Certified/ Insured 

Call Dave (413)478-4212 for your 
free estimate. 


FALCON LANDSCAPING Mowing, 
Spring/ Fall clean-up, trimming, mulch 
and more. Call Craig 413-575-8178. 


T & S LANDSCAPING Highest 
quality, lowest price. Serving the Pio- 
neer Valley. Weekly, bi-weekly mow- 
ing, Spring, Fall and Gutter clean-ups. 
(413)330-3917 


LAWN & GARDEN 


A.A.A. ROTOTILLING Be safe, 
grow your own gardens, flower beds 
and more. Call now for appointment. 
Home grown always tastes best .413- 
626-1927. 


MASONRY 


STOP WET 
BASEMENTS 


ABC MASONRY & BASEMENT 
WATERPROOFING 

All brick, block, stone, concrete. Hatch- 
way doors, basement windows, chim- 
neys rebuilt & repaired, foundations 
repaired, basement waterproofing sys- 
tems, sump pumps. BBB+ rating. Free 
estimates. Lic #14790. Call (413)569- 
1611, (413)374-5377 


PLUMBING 


GREG LAFOUNTAIN PLUMBING 
& HEATING Lic #19196 Repairs & 
Replacement of fixtures, water heater 
installations, steam/HW boiler replace- 
ment. Kitchen & Bath remodeling. 30 
years experience. Fully insured. $10 
Gift Card With Work Performed. Call 
Greg (413)592-1505 


LINC’S PLUMBING 
LIC. #J27222 
“New Season” 
“New Projects” 
Call LINC’S 
For Your Connection 
(413)668-5299 


Buying? Selling? 
Our ——" + 





Classifieds 
Get Results! J ~ 








May 28, 2020 


Audit calls on university to ensure 
contractors pay prevailing wage 


BOSTON - A recent audit by State 
Auditor Suzanne M. Bump found the 
University of Massachusetts Building 
Authority could not verify that employ- 
ees of contractors who worked on public 
projects were paid the appropriate pre- 
vailing wage. 

The audit, which examined the pe- 
riod of July 1, 2016 through June 30, 
2018, also looked at UMBA’s process- 
es for reviewing and approving capi- 
tal projects, monitoring payments and 
change orders, and completion and 
closeout of contracts and found no defi- 
ciencies in these areas. 

Nearly half of the employee pay- 
roll records reviewed by Bump’s office 
(1,608 out of 3,344) had job classifica- 
tions for contractor employees that did 
not match the Division of Labor Stan- 
dards’ prevailing wage rate sheets, mak- 
ing it impossible to determine whether 
these employees were paid the appropri- 
ate prevailing wage. Of the remaining 
employees reviewed by Bump’s office, 
approximately 5 percent (90 employees) 
were paid less than the required prevail- 
ing wage. 

“The UMass Building Authority 
is responsible for ensuring employees 
working on its public projects are paid 
fairly and accurately. While many of the 
areas we examined showed no deficien- 
cies, it’s clear the authority must estab- 
lish better employee payroll monitoring 


processes. Failure to do so will mean 
some workers could be short-changed 
when working on _ public projects,’ 
Bump said of the audit. 

The Massachusetts Prevailing Wage 
Law for public works projects requires 
contractors to pay the prevailing wage. 
Prevailing wages are the minimum 
hourly rates set by DLS for job classi- 
fications. UMBA contracts with owner’s 
project managers to maintain and mon- 
itor records of compliance with the Pre- 
vailing Wage Law. 

The audit calls on UMBA to estab- 
lish a payroll policy that includes a doc- 
umented process for its owner’s project 
managers to follow to effectively detect, 
investigate and report any contractors 
who may not be complying with the 
state’s prevailing wage law. The audit 
recommends UMBA establish monitor- 
ing controls to ensure OPMs consistent- 
ly adhere to the established process. 

UMBA is an independent public 
body responsible for overseeing public 
works construction projects on the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts’ five campuses 
(Amherst, Boston, Dartmouth, Lowell 
and the Worcester Medical School). The 
UMBA board of directors consists of 11 
members appointed by the Governor. 
During the audit period, UMBA had 83 
projects in various stages of construc- 
tion, on which it spent approximately 
$614 million. 


Nursery school accepting registrations 


LUDLOW — St. John the Baptist 
Nursery School is now accepting reg- 
istrations for the 2020-2021 academic 
year. Before and after school care, hot 
lunch, as well as computer, arts, music 


and physical education are offered, and 
full and half-day programs are available 
for children ages 3- to 5-years-old. For 
more information, call 583-8550. 
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STCC students walk in a procession during the 2019 Commencement held at the 
MassMutual Center last year. A virtual event is scheduled for this year’s class. TIMES 
PHOTO SUBMITTED 


STCC announces celebration of 
the Class of 2020 


SPRINGFIELD -— Springfield Techni- 
cal Community College will hold a “Cel- 
ebration of the Class of 2020,” a virtual 
event that will be streamed online Satur- 
day, Aug. 29 at 6 p.m. 

The college encourages family and 
friends of graduates to watch the event on 
STCC’s website, stcc.edu. In addition to 
the online celebration, STCC has invited 
every Class of 2020 graduate to partici- 
pate in the college’s June 3, 2021, com- 
mencement ceremony. 

STCC canceled the traditional 2020 
Commencement due to the threat posed 
by the COVID-19 pandemic. President 
John B. Cook said a planning team is con- 
tinuing to work on details of the virtual 
event. 

“We realize this has been a difficult 
time for our students, particularly those 
who are graduating and were looking 


forward to celebrating their academic 
success with families and friends,’ Cook 
said. “I’m proud of each and every one of 
them. They deserve to be celebrated - and 
they will be. I look forward to congratu- 
lating our graduates and honoring them at 
the virtual celebration.” 

In addition to holding the virtual cele- 
bration in August, STCC announced other 
plans for the graduating class. All gradu- 
ates will receive their diploma or certifi- 
cate via mail, as well as a cap, tassel and 
diploma cover. Additionally, STCC will 
mail each graduate a commencement pro- 
gram that includes all honors and awards 
recipients, and an invitation to the June 3, 
2021 Commencement. 

STCC will post updates about Com- 
mencement 2020 plans at stcc.edu/com- 
mencement. 


Classifieds 
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ROOFING 


EXPERIENCED ROOFER quality 


oe me 


CASH FOR 


AND REPAIRABLE 


COMMUNITY MARKETPLACE 


RETIRED RACING 
GREYHOUNDS AVAILABLE 
FOR ADOPTION 


IN HOME CAREGIVER Palm- 
er area for senior dementia woman. 
Weekend/ Weekday hours. Call 413- 





SERVING 50 LOCAL COMMUNITIES 


Call us toll free 800.824.6548 


EO 


FOR RENT 


VACATION 
RENTALS 


work. Best prices for sheds, garages, 
and ranches. (413)786-7924. 


FREE ROOF INSPECTIONS. All 
types of roofing, shingle, flat and slate. 
Call Local Builders (413)626-5296. 
Complete roofing systems and repairs. 
Fully licensed and insured. MA CS 
#102453. Senior Discount. 24 hour 
service. Veteran Discount. 


TREE WORK 


AAA1 H & H TREE SERVICE 
Fully insured. 15 yrs experience climb- 
ing. Skid steer work, land clearing. Call 
Dave. 413-668-6560 day/night. 


DL & G TREE SERVICE- Every- 
thing from tree pruning, tree removal, 
stump grinding, storm damage, lot 
clearing and brush chipping. Honest 
and Dependable. Fully insured. Now 
offering a Senior Citizen and Veteran 
discount. Call today for free estimate 
(413)478-4212 


STUMP 
GRINDING 


DL & G STUMP GRINDING Grind- 
ing stumps of all sizes, insured & certi- 
fied. Senior discounts. Call Dave 413- 
478-4212 


7 AN 


FREE TOWING 
FAST SERVICE 
CASH PAID AS IS 


oy NS Boj we .4 5 


413-219-6339 


$SSSSSSS$SSS$ 
Get cash for as is 


e Cars/trucks 
e Free towing 
e All makes 
e All models 


413-246-5351 


ask for Joe 





CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All 
Makes/ Models 2000-2019! Any Con- 
dition, Running or Not. Top $$$ Paid! 
Free Towing! We're Nationwide! Call 
Now: 1-888-513-1505. 


SPAYED/NEUTERED, WORMED, 
SHOTS, HEARTWORM TESTED, 
TEETH CLEANED 


MAKE A FAST FRIEND! 


GREYHOUND OPTIONS INC. 
CALL MARY AT 413-566-3129 
OR CLAIRE AT 413-967-9088 
OR GO TO 
WWW.GREYHOUNDOPTIONS. 
ORG 


HORSES 


HORSEBACK RIDING LESSONS 
offered year round at our state of the 
art facility. beginner to advanced. Ages 
4 years to adult. Boarding, sales and 
Leasing also available. Convenient lo- 
cation at Orion Farm in South Hadley 
(413)532-9753 www.orionfarm.net 


LEARN TO RIDE jump, show! Be- 
ginner to advanced. Qualified instruc- 
tors. boarding, training, leasing. IEA 
teams. Year round riding programs. Gift 
certificates available. 860-874-8077 
Suffield, CT endofhunt.com 


CLASSIFIED DEADLINES 


QUABBIN & 


SUBURBAN 
FRIDAY AT NOON 


HILLTOWNS 


MONDAY 
AT NOON 





544-8356 


NURSE COORDINATOR/SU- 
PERVISOR Christopher Heights of 
Belchertown, an 83 unit assisted living 
community, is accepting applications 
for an LPN/RN part time (includes ev- 
ery other weekend). 8:30AM - 5:00 PM 
We are looking for a friendly, cheerful 
person who can interact with residents 
and their families in a professional 
manner. Organized and computer 
skills required. CORI’s check required 
for all positions. EOE 

Job Type: Part-time 

Please inquire within at 

Christopher Heights of Belchertown 
99 Front Street 

Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-323-5500 Fax 413-370-9189 


OVERNIGHT COMPANION Chris- 
topher Heights of Belchertown is look- 
ing for caring, dedicated individuals! 
We are looking for CNAs or HHAs for 
3rd shift 11:00 PM. - 7:00 AM working 
every-other weekend to assist res- 
idents with activities of daily living, 
medication reminders, with meals, 
and laundry. The ideal candidate will 
be friendly, team-oriented, reliable and 
flexible. CORI check required for all po- 
sitions. EOE 

Job Type: Full-time 

Please inquire within at 

Christopher Heights of Belchertown 
99 Front Street 

Belchertown, MA 01007 
413-323-5500 Fax 413-370-9189 





EQUAL HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


ALL REAL ESTATE advertised 
herein is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Act, which makes it illegal to 
advertise “any preference, limitation, 
or discrimination because of race, 
color, religion, sex, handicap, familial 
status, or national origin, or intention to 
make any such preference, limitation, 
or discrimination.” We will not know- 
ingly accept any advertising for real 
estate which is in violation of the law. 
All persons are hereby informed that 
all dwellings advertised are available 
on an equal opportunity basis. 


PALMER 1 BR- QUIET secure 
country location. Locked storage & 
laundry in basement. K/DR combo- 
LR- full bath. Nice layout. No smoke/ 
pets. F/L/S $800 Breton Est. 413- 
283-6940 


Find your 
dream 
home or 
list your 
property 
here! 








WARM WEATHER IS Year Round 
In Aruba. The water is safe, and the 
dining is fantastic. Walk out to the 
beach. 3-Bedroom weeks available. 
Sleeps 8. Email: carolaction @ aol.com 
for more information. 


FOR RENT 


ea 


All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Federal 
Fair Housing Act of 1968, which makes 
it illegal to advertise any preference, 
limitation or discrimination based on 
race, color, religion, sex, handicap, 
familial status (number of children and 
or pregnancy), national origin, ancestry, 
age, marital status, or any intention to 


make any such preference, limitation or 
discrimination. 


This newspaper will not knowingly accept 
any advertising for real estate that is in 
violation of the law. Our readers are hereby 
informed that all dwellings advertising in 
this newspaper are available on an equal 
Opportunity basis. To complain about 
discrimination call The Department of 
Housing and Urban Development “ HUD” 
toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. For the N.E. 
area, call HUD at 617-565-5308. The toll 
free number for the hearing impaired is 
1-800-927-9275. 


CDC RY 
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Parents, <P Class 
; ma 


Grandparents 
& Friends - 


Honor Your Class of 2020 Graduake 


We are offering a great deal for you to celebrate your 
graduate in your community graduation issue. 








2 X 3 Advertisement 





Submit a photo and a brief message. Congratulations 
_ _ Carrie Smith 
2x 3 Black & White Graduation Ad We ate sé 
Restlar Price-$65-00 as Se 
you anid your 
accomplishments. 
DEADLINE FOR SUBMISSION June 4th Good luck 
at Springfield 
jwalker@turley.com Turley Publications, 24 Water St., Palmer, MA 01069 College. 
Pay by check or credit card: Checks Payable to Love Dad. Mom & John 
Turley Publications, Credit Cards be sure to include: Paper, Name, 
wilbrahamhampdentimes.turley.com Address, Phone, Credit Card Number, Exp. Date & CVV 


TURLEY PUBLICATIONS ¢ 24 WATER STREET, PALMER, MA 01069 ¢ 413.283.8393 





SPECIAL 2020 OFFER 
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Personalized, weather 
resistant vinyl banner 
y 2W with grommets. 
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Q ft. x 2 " Banner "S50. 95" 








WEST SPRINGFIELD HIGH SCHOO” 3 ft. x 2.5 ft. Banner $34.95" 


- i 4 
6 ft. x 3 ft. Banner $69.95 Please send your banner request to dsloat@turley.com 
You will need to submit a high resolution digital image. 
Please include school name, school colors and contact phone number. 


or CALL 413-283-8393 
*Pickup at Palmer Location FREE - Delivery/Shipping additional charge. 


